Towards a framework of
empirical knowledge on Islam

and Islamic Civilization
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By taking a historical approach and adopt-
ing regional comparison methods to study
current issues, this Organization is pioneer-
ing a new style of academic inquiry based
on empirical studies into Islam and Islam-
ic culture. The Organization will absorb
its predecessor, “National Institutes for the
Humanities - Center for Islamic Area Stud-
ies”, which was established in 2006 as one
of the Project Research Institutions admin-
istered by the Comprehensive Research Or-
ganization (CRO).

The predecessor invited foreign scholars and
held international workshops, study gather-
ings, overseas research, open lectures and
the like, linking Waseda with four other
academic institutions: the University of To-
kyo, Sophia and Kyoto Universities and the
Toyo Bunko (Oriental Library).

In order to further promote such interna-
tional joint research, the Organization for

Islamic Area Studies was established in July
2008 at Waseda University. Nominated by
the Ministry of Education for its “Promotion

of Joint Research Facilities in Humanities
and Social Studies” scheme, the Organiza-
tion is expected to become a core for joint
research in Japan.
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