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FHEH : Transnational Activities in East Asia:

Exploring Individual Globalization
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Transnational mobility and networking across borders are key elements in
globalization. While traversing diverse spaces and making friends overseas
increase in shorter time spans, the routes of such flows are less surveyed and
their correlates less inspected. This study investigates the treks of global mobility
of the population of four East Asian societies (China, Japan, South Korea and
Taiwan) with data drawn from the East Asian Social Survey 2008. The
distributions of the visited regions and the made acquaintances across Asia,
Europe and North America vary substantially: Japanese are more likely to visit
continents outside Asia, South Koreans and Taiwanese makes friends farther
beyond their borders. Chinese relatively lag behind in both measures. Regression
analysis shows that global mobility is determined by socio-economic resources,
while English proficiency as a cultural network capital is all the more decisive for
establishing transnational social relationships.
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