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Analytical Approach to Regional Formations in East Asia

Morikawa, Yuji

Waseda University,

Abstract

East Asian regional formations have been analyzed as a process of the international
Integration theories, which originated in Europe, the dialog with the European regional
integration process has to do with the state of the East Asia region. However, it is difficult
to follow the state of East Asia by neo-functionalism, which developed based on the
empirical rule in the European regional integration, because East Asia has a diverse
historical and social background. In addition, various non-state actors move beyond
existing national boundaries, and the gap between national boundaries and functional area
is widening. It is now clear that the opacity of global order is increasing, while relations
among globalism, regionalism and nationalism are more complicated in the depths of
international politics. No linear progression process towards regional integrations can be
assumed. Therefore, it is even more difficult to grasp the relative relation between states
and regions. How should the spatial change of East Asia be analyzed? This paper maintains
that regional formations are defined as the process of spatial transformation. At the same
time, regional space and actors are not fixed, but consistently fluctuating. In order to
approach the trajectories of regional formations focusing on fluctuating space and actors,
this paper concludes that it is effective to social network analysis, which is one of case
oriented research methods combined with variable oriented research methods and case

studies.
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