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PRESENTATION 5:PRESENTATION 5:

PronunciationPronunciation
RP vowel inventory differs significantly from RP vowel inventory differs significantly from 
Standard Malay ( SM) vowel inventory. While RP Standard Malay ( SM) vowel inventory. While RP 
contains 20 distinctive vowels (12 relatively pure contains 20 distinctive vowels (12 relatively pure 
vowels and 8 diphthongal glides), SM contains only vowels and 8 diphthongal glides), SM contains only 
9 distinctive vowels (6 pure vowels and 3 9 distinctive vowels (6 pure vowels and 3 
diphthongs).diphthongs).
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Table 1:Table 1:

•• LONG ANDLONG AND
SHORT RPSHORT RP
VOWELS

bean                     bean                     
/i://i:/

//ІІ/ bin/ bin

poolpool
//uu:/:/

//u/ pullu/ pull

//ɔɔ:://
caughtcaught

//oo//
cotcot

//зз:/:/ word                   word                   //əə /  /  forwardforward

VOWELS
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Table 2:Table 2:

•• REALIZATION OF /i:/ AND /REALIZATION OF /i:/ AND /II//
RPRP MEME
[i:][i:]

}} [i][i]

[[II]]



(c) 2003 Azirah Hashim, Waseda University Digital Campus Consortium

Table 3:Table 3:

•• TABLE 3:  REALIZATION OF /u:/ AND TABLE 3:  REALIZATION OF /u:/ AND 
/u /u //

RPRP MEME
[u:][u:]

}} [u][u]

[[uu]]
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Table 4:Table 4:

•• TABLE 4:  REALIZATION OF [e] AND TABLE 4:  REALIZATION OF [e] AND 
[[ææ]]

RPRP MEME
[e][e]

}} [e][e]

[[ææ]]
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Table 5:Table 5:

•• TABLE 5:  REALIZATION OF [TABLE 5:  REALIZATION OF [oo] AND ] AND 
[[ɔɔ::]]

RPRP MEME
[o][o]

}} [o][o]

[[ɔɔ:]:]
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Table 6:Table 6:

REALIZATION OF [REALIZATION OF [^̂ ] AND [] AND [a:a:]]
RPRP MEME
[[^̂]]

}} [a][a]

[[aa:]:]
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Table 7:Table 7:

REALIZATION OF [REALIZATION OF [∂∂ ] AND [] AND [зз :]:]
RPRP MEME
[[∂∂]]

}} [[∂∂]]

[[зз:]:]
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Table 8:Table 8:

Realization of /e/ Realization of /e/ 
RPRP MEME
[e][e] [[eiei]]
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Table 9:Table 9:

REALIZATIONS OF [REALIZATIONS OF [∂∂ ]]
RPRP MEME
[[∂∂]] [a][a]
[[∂∂]] [e][e]
[[∂∂]] [o][o]
[[∂∂]] [[eiei]]
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Table 10:Table 10:

SHIFT FROM ANTEPENULTIMATE TO SHIFT FROM ANTEPENULTIMATE TO 
PENULTIMATEPENULTIMATE

RP                           ME    RP                           ME    
//kkææmm∂∂rr∂∂r/             /kr/             /k∂∂’’mermer∂∂/    /    

//’’mm∂∂nIdnIdзз∂∂/            /m/            /m∂∂’’neidneidзз∂∂/    /    
//’’meintmeint∂∂nn∂∂ns/        /ns/        /menmen’’teintein∂∂ns/ns/



(c) 2003 Azirah Hashim, Waseda University Digital Campus Consortium

Table 11:Table 11:

SHIFT FROM PENULTIMATE TO SHIFT FROM PENULTIMATE TO 
ANTEPENULTIMATEANTEPENULTIMATE
RP                        ME    RP                        ME    

//ddII’’velopvelop/         //         /’’devdev ∂∂ll∂∂pp/    /    
/sp/sp∂∂ ‘‘getigeti/         //         /’’spegspeg∂∂titi/    /    
//∂∂bb’’z3:v/          /z3:v/          /’’obzobz∂∂v/v/
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Table 12:Table 12:

•• FINAL PROMINENT SYLLABLESFINAL PROMINENT SYLLABLES
RP                  ME   RP                  ME   

//kkəə ‘‘rektrekt/          //          /koko’’rekrek/    /    
//ppəə’’lili:s/            /:s/            /popo’’lislis//
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END OF PRESENTATIONEND OF PRESENTATION


