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Supra-Segmental Features #/
+» Word stress
+ Sentence rhythm (stress, timing, liaison) |
= Intonation |
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Is Word Stress Important Z {
for Intelligibility?
+ Depends on length of the word — the lon ,

the less important (e.g. generalization)

+ For words of 2 or 3 syllables, much more:
important. :

+» Cf. Im’portant vs. ‘important
— ‘marshall vs. mar’shall
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In English

+» Words ending with the suffixes —ic, -it :

the suffix
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SOME PATTERNS OF WORD STRESS IN HKE 14

H f’
Suffixed words '-; f‘a

4-syllable words: stressed on penultimate sylfa'L IF
‘period — peri'odic ¢
‘energy — ener’'getic ¢

)

‘photograph — photo’graphic /j b 3
3-syllable words: stressed on first syllable; /I /
‘angel — ‘angelic ¢ ; #f 1/4
‘acid — ‘acidic ¢ % R L s
terrific ¢ { [’ o kL
‘courage - ‘courageous < e ;
; 1\
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Other 4- and 5- syllable Wordsﬁf \

Stressed on penultimate syllable:

infor'mative <

communi’cative ¢

tele’vision ¢
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1) Verb: ‘The government will
In’crease the number of flats’ <

2) Noun: “There will not be an
in'crease in the number of flats’ 'ff
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Connected Speech in HKE ¢

more or less equal time {1
+ Very little liaison (linking of words) '
+ No clear intonation pattern ““/T :

<+ WWords carry tones — stressed syllables c;atmc 'ﬂ;—_f;i
a High tone, unstressed syllables a Lovxk /
tone, but with equal duration
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¢
(1) A: Why are you late for th
lecture?

near Chatham Road.
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¢

(2) In order to catch up with the
rapid advance in technology, six
local universities are offering
evening training courses on e- / |
commerce and information 414 /
technology. /
%
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(3) Although there Is an increase Fn

the number of tourists visiting (£} i
barg &1
Kong, the sales and retail sectof/ 1 :
doesn’t seem to have beneflte@(rf /g

much from this revival In tourlslunf
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(4) The Financial Secretary will -
give his annual report next April}
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