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Lack of Voiced vs. Voiceless contrast
In HKE consonants

[$] vs. [2]

seal sil] zeal [sil] ¢
race rels] raze [reis] ¢
racing re1sin| razing[reisiy] ¢
[§1 vs. [3]

pressure [pref9] pleasure [plefa] ¢
[f] vs. [V] |
leafing [lifin] leaving [lifig] ¢
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Pronunciation of Dental fricativesin HK English:
0] > [f] thin [fin] ¢ F
0] 2> [d] this [dis] g

Word-final obstruent devoicing:
judge [d3at(] <

judges [d3adzes] ¢ t ": (: :\{'
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/

'SPLITTING' OF THE PHONEME /V/ / 14
/i

Ivl = [f] even leaving<¢ rover ¢ A E'Ai
[w] advice event ¢ revokeq [\

? Initial hypothesis: ‘/v/ isrealised as[w] in/}
stressed syllables, and [f] in unstressed’ /-

Counter-evidence:

advertise ‘edwstars] ¢ -
advertisement [ad'w3tismant] ¢ } aga
province 'prouwins]¢ WOk
provincial ‘prou' winsal] ¢ AL ,]\
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Conclusion:

Thereisno phoneme /v/ in HK English.
Words which are phonological Iy represented In ot

E.g. words like even, leaving, rover, etc. are repr
as /ifon/, /lifiy/, /routa/, etc., and words like advit

event, revoke, advertise, province, etc. are :
represented as /edwais/, /iwent/, /riwouk/, /edwat:
/prouowins/, €etc. |
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[1] ~[n] ALTERNATION
(Datafrom 15 HK university undergraduates)

[I] pronounced as[n] [n] pronounced as|[l]

line 37% night 33%

lame 27% no 23%

longing 17% naked 20%

lead 17% number 20%

loose 17% need 13%

loud 17% not 10%

lower 17% net 10%

lot 13% now 10%

|ake 13% noose 7%

leafing 10% nine 7%

long 10% name 3%

low 10%

| eaf 7%

|et 7%

leaving 7%

light 7%

leave 3% £
lumber 3% >
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Alter nations between [I] and [n] in two pronunciations of th
same word by the same speaker )

Speaker 8:let,¢ leaf, longing, lot, lake, lead, leafing, Iea}éqng;/\
loose, not, light, night |

Speaker 14: lot, light, long, loose, ¢ naked, need

Speaker 1. loose, loud, number

Speaker 3: line, longing

Speaker 7: number

Conclusion: :
In HKE, [I] and [n] are apparently in free variation
onset of asyllable. '

Cf. HK Mandarin: g e
E (‘bird’) — 2 pronunciations: [niao], ¢ [liao] ¢ = :]\-
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ELISION OF [w] GLIDE

quote [kout] ¢
guarter [kota] ¢ guite [k%A1t]:
quota [kouta] ¢  (cf. coat [kout]) ¢

quarrel [koral] ¢ (cf. coral [koral])<¢

GENERALISATION:
[w] --> 0/ [+stop] [V +round]
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Consonant System of HKE

Ipf ' pea Il fee, even
/bl bee IS/ seal, zeal
It/ tie [0/ thin, clothing
/d/ die, this /{/ she, pleasur

K/ cot | |
lg/  got N/ Ilc_:e, p||_|
In/ nice, pin  £.
/m/  mice ot
It/ cheap fy/ sing
/d3/  jeep Ir/ rice
/w/l  wise, van
/) yes
/h/ hit
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 /

Number of wordsin English depend%g

onh certain consonant contrasts

r/l] (e.g. ricellice): 589;

r/w] (reed/weed): 213;

v/f] (van/fan): 130;

0/t] (thin/tin): 117;

0/d] (then/den): 58;

'w/Vv] (wet/vet). 52;

0/0] (either/ether): 8;

3/f] (confusion/Confucian): 5.
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