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Archaeological Studies on the Origins of Agriculture in the Middle East
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“The Fertile Crescent” of the Middle East is known as a center of origin for
domestication of plants and animals. The cultivation of wheat and barley and
herding of sheep and goats spread from the Fertile Crescent to the all over the
world and created the basis of modern food culture. In addition, the beginning of

agriculture increased human population, developed the hierarchy among




population and finally led to the birth of the civilization in Mesopotamia and
Egypt. Therefor the origins of the agriculture in the Middle East is one of the
most important topics in archaeology.

In the 1990s, it is generally believed that the first domestication of animals and
plants occurred in the Levant, western part of the Fertile Crescent (modern
Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, Israel and Jordan) approximately 12,000 years ago.

In contrast, recent developed genetic studies show that the cultivation of barley
and herding of goats started independently also in the Zagros, eastern part of
the Fertile Crescent (modern Iran and Iraq). To test the results of the genetic
studies, I started archaeological project in Iran jointly with Tehran University in
2011.

This presentation introduce recent results of archaeological studies on the

origins of agriculture in the Middle East.



