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WIAS asked me to introduce myself and to provide some information about my

academic career. My training and my professional career have poor relationship with
the French universities. I assume you may have any notion of the very bizarre French
higher education system. In a few words, let’s say that, in my country, we have
universities, like everywhere abroad, with training programs in Law and Economics,

Medicine and Biology, Physics and Chemistry, Humanities and Social Sciences, and so




on. But engineers and managers attend special schools, State funded and private as
well. There is also a series of very selective schools, three for humanities and social
sciences. They offer a small number of fellowships

(around 80 each academic year, in a 65 million people country!). I have been fortunate
enough to get one of these fellowships first. Later, when I began to prepare my Ph.D
degree on Spanish and Portuguese history, I received another fellowship at the French
Research Institute in Madrid. I was appointed at EHESS as teaching assistant, and later
associate and full Professor in the same institution. The EHESS is a trans-disciplinary
university in humanities and social sciences, which provides exclusively Masters and
Ph.D degrees. Many of its scholars are used to teach part time in foreign universities. I
had the opportunity to accept visiting professorships in the US, the UK, Argentina, and
also in Japan, at Meiji University, five years ago. At the beginning of my research
career, [ wrote papers and books about the shaping of the so-called (early)-Modern
State. Later I developed projects in comparative history (Spain and absolutist France,
Spain in North Africa). I also published a book about political and cultural perceptions
of African men in 17th century Britain, as a result of my two-year professorship at
Oxford. The last month, I came out a new book about the relationship between Spanish
soldiers and Portuguese women in the Azores islands in the 17th century.

Currently, I am preparing a very short book, which is a plea for a political history of
racial categories. Afterwards, I will publish a larger book on the same topic

co-authored by my colleague Silvia Sebastiani.
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In this seminar, important building blocks of a career in academia will be presented. A
leitmotiv of the talk will be the contrast of a national versus an international career.
The following issues will be discussed in some detail: academic performance;
networks; gender; role of academics; the relevance of research, teaching and
administration; publications; language; research methods; research areas; conference

attendance; the service to the academic community.



