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"My visit to Japan lasted one month, from mid
December 2008 to mid January 2009. During this
month, I gave three lectures on the court records of
Cairo on the general theme of the relationship between
law and society. There was a double objective in this
theme, first to consider some of the issues surrounding
the way that the sharia functioned at the level of
implementation; and second to expose students to the
reading of the texts of court records. I gave a fourth
lecture on the occasion of the opening ceremony of the
Islamic Area Studies Center, entitled “Oral Culture,

Written Culture (17th century Cairo).”

For me, this visit, the first one for me, was an
opportunity to learn about Japanese culture and way of
life. I had the opportunity to see a part of this culture
during my visits in the city of Tokyo and during a two
day stay in Kyoto. I was impressed by the kindness

and hospitality that I encountered everywhere [ went.

It was also an opportunity for me to meet a
number of scholars and student working in the field
of Islamic and Arab studies in Japan. I was very
pleased to meet scholars not only from Tokyo but
also from other universities in the country. There are
unfortunately not many contacts between Japanese
scholars and scholars from Egypt or ther parts of the
Arab world. Few in our part of the world are aware
of the work that is being done in Japan, especially as
much of it is published in Japanese. Even the work
published in English does not seem to reach us.
Therefore, it was important for me to be introduced to

this work and to the Japanese scholars in the field.

I hope that the newly created center of Islamic
Area Studies will continue to work towards exchanges
of scholars nd of scholarship between our two

regions."
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