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Image of Americain China
We Fan

(A Part of this paper was from the presentation in Wellesley College, during the Support Program
for Improving Graduate School Education academic trip.)

|. Introduction

The key of image of a country is its reputation. The country governments do care about their
country images is because other countries and their people will judge her future base on this. on one
side, in the country-to-country conflicts ,a good reputation can overawe the enemy. on the other
side, in the country-to-country cooperation is very similar like the Prisoner's dilemma, trust is so
important that countries always work hard to build their images. Also Eugene D. Jaffe and Israel
D.Nebenzahl have wrote a book called National Image & Competitive Advantage: The Theory and
Practice of Place Brandingto tell the relations between country images and brand building,
Consumer Behavior in International Market.

There are rarely similar points between America and china, but America is absolutely one of the
countries which have affected China history most. And we can say today America maybe the
foreign country have the biggest influence power to China.

How does the one of the biggest countries of the world — America, shows up in another one of the
biggest countries of the world --China? How do the Chinese people think about America thought
their oriental value? What images of the United States are held by the Chinese public?

There are several America study center in china The Institute of American Studies (IAS) of
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS),which publish AMERICAN STUDIES QUARTERLY.
And another one is The Center for American Studies (CAS) in Fudan University.

Compared with the many study about the Image of Chinain America, image of Americain China
study in china is very few and rarely about nowadays, For example, only Beautiful Imperialist:
China Perceives America, 1972-1990is ,but written by an American. The other books written by
Chineselike Chinese's view of the United States: A Historical Survey !, Chinese intellectuals view
the United Sates (1943 —1953)?, are all about the past old time. Most of the studies are taken by
the governmental political study situations.

! Yang Yusheng, ¥ E%: (PEAMEER: —NALMEBL) , EHKEHIGE 1996 4K
2 Zhang Ji-Sun 3FFIR:  (PIEENIR Y 1105 E M (1943 —1953) ) , & H S HREE,1999 4R



II. Image of Americain China hasthree characteristics:

Because of the particularity of United States, the history, the nations ,the culture and politic
system, and because of the particularity of China-US relationship, the image of Americain China
also different with any other countries. Take a general view on all aspects of this, we can see some
characteristics.

» It formed according to indirect experience more than direct experience.
» Itiscomplex, like amixture of two sides.
» It changes during the long history.

[11. Indirect experience more than direct experience

Although the first contact between the post-revolutionary Americans and the Chinese occurred
during the voyage of the trader ship Empress of China, which arrived at Cantonin 1784. Most
Chinese know about America according to indirect experience not direct experience, even today.

1. Caussation:

First we can think it dues to the geographical conditions. To across the Pacific Ocean is too difficult
in poor condition of science and technology. So the first American who managed to come over to
China was a businessman in 1784. Whatever happened beyond the Pacific Ocean in 18th century,
China Qing Dynasty knew nothing about America. But although today, the time difference, which
is hard to get over, made the communication between these two countries still not easy.

Except the time difference, the information technology is reducing the distance impediment,
therefore humanities factor highlights. The two countries have very different history and value, and
the difference of social formation Language difference is also a great gulf fixed, which removed
the mgjority of socia people in the lower education level. Also the politic condition is not well.
Chinese people were not allowed to visit America for sightseeing tour until 17th June, 2008. Even
after that time, only group tour is allowed. As aresult by indirect experience was the only way that
most people to know about America

2. Form : People communication & Things-communication
Compare the indirect experience with direct experience (base on experience of myself and
interviewsto friends)

If assort the ChinaU.S. communication by form, it will be people communication and
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things-communication.

People communication begins very early and brings out things-communication. As mentioned, 1st
American who came to Chinain1784 was a businessman. The Americans who came to Chinain the
early timeincluded three kinds: merchant, foreign minister and the missionary.

And on the other side many of the students return from America became the experts or the politica
leaders who did affect China a lot, and at the same time introduced America to Chinese people
indirectly but deeply. For example, | am very afraid but it is true that know nothing about Wellesley
College till 1 know that Soong Mei-ling' graduated from here. | was very surprised and inferred it
must be an amazing and great school because she really affected china deeply.

In 18century the earliest Chinese book mentioned America, nowadays American movies, pop music,
international companies, and mass media effect china.

The things-communication is wide. Globalization brought with it a marked increase in
opportunities for Chinese people to know American culture. Compared with the period before
China’'s reform and opening-up. This led to an ongoing process of blending between traditional
Chinese and Western culture, centered on American culture, and the Chinese public, and
particularly young people, have willingly absorbed imported American culture. The American diet,
including Coca-Cola, Kentucky Fried Chicken and MacDonald's hamburgers, steadily increased its
market as it caught on with youth, an indication of the strength of the U.S. food industry in the
Chinese market.

In the sales rankings for 2002 released by the Restaurant Association of China, only one Chinese
restaurant made the top 10 list, with the remaining nine held by five Kentucky Fried Chicken
outlets, three MacDonald’s outlets, and one pizza restaurant.

In the area of culture, roughly half of the foreign films and animated cartoon films for television
programs authorized by the Chinese government for airing in China were made by American
companies. Thus, American culture has won overwhelming support in China in a broad range of
areas, including business, academic research, movies and music.

And what | want to accentuateis that English language and literature study is really an important
way which spread the America culture widely.

The Chinese students are required to study English form elementary school or middie school.
Especidly in the famous universities of China, like Peking University, Tsinghua University and our
Fudan University, and so on, more than half student will go on master program oversea, and most
of them choose America. As aresult amost every university student knows GRE and GMAT test.
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At the same time, in order to study language they watch America media, there is VOA (Voice of
America) in the old days, and nowadays American dramas became a boom. Almost everyone
knows [Prison Break], even person like me who rarely watch US drama know the names like [24
hours], [Heroes], [ Desperate Housewives] from friends chat.

3. Influence

As aresult of the limit channel's condition, the indirect contact effect direct contact the image of
Americain China much more than indirect contact.

First, the image build up with indirect experience will be much more easy to turn to be one-sided,
very simply, easily to be changed by external agency.

Next, this results that indirect experience's main channel - - Chinese mass media have decisiveness
effect to Image of America. And there isaresearch in 2005 by [China Global Times] shows that the
mass media has the biggest influence in creating American images in China. 62.7%0f china citizens
know America by mass media, 20.7% by movie, and 3.7% by direct communication.

To see further, the Chinese view to America can be deeply changed by mass media and always with
emotionalism. The large crowd demonstrated happened when May 8th 1999 the Chinese Embassy
in Yugoslavia was bombed by NATO can prove this.

Although the situation is changing while the internet and mechanics, and changing by the Chinese
people's raising English proficiency, the Chinese can obtain direct information about America
easier and easier. This situation will keep exist until the direct communication widespread.

V. Complex , like a mixture of two sides

The images of America held by Chinese people are complex and ambivalent, involving two
contradictory vectors of friendliness and animosity.

1. Meaning of "two sides" (base on the date of a questionnaire research)

Within China, there is alove-hate attitude towards the United States.

On one hand, American consumerism and culture are seen as stylish. The plus side begins from
very early. The trandation of the word "America’ is"3&[E", ""[E""means "country”, ""3""means
"beauty, nice" in Chinese.

At the same time, there is resentment of American intervention into other nations affairs, combined
with a fear of American power. On national security issues, Chinese people cannot wipe away
concerns about America.
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InJun. 2002 {Youth Studies) (published by Chinese youth Politics Institute),an article3 used the
interview investigation to inspect the American image in China university students. As a result of
the interview of more the one hundred students of 8 universitiesin 3 different cities, it is very clear
that especialy in China youth’s mind, the image of Americaand the division of love-hate attitude is
more obvious. The anti-US sentiment, mainly aims at US's foreign policy, particularly US's policy
toward China. The university student to the US the appreciation and yearned for that mainly aims at
US's domestic environment and value.

At the beginning of the Reform and opening-up policy in China, to the Chinese university students
who have been restrained many years, the West wealthy materia life, the free life style, the
democracy political system was so attract, and worships US has become a boom for a while.
Clothing and hairstyle, Sartre philosophic thinking, democracy, successively became popular in
campus. In Tiananmen Incident (1989), they set up a Statue of Liberty in the Tiananmen Square
can be seemed as an expression of this.

In the other side, books like {China Can Say No) caused a university campus surging. When
American President Clinton visited Beijing University in 1998, a student did severe interrogation.
People may think this scene is only the minority university student in the specia occasion words
and deed, but when May 8th 1999 the Chinese Embassy in Yugoslavia was bombed by NATO, tens
of thousands of Chinese university students went to the US Embassy and consulates, expressed
their anger with stones and ink bottles. And more anti-American demonstrations followed Hainan
Island incident -- a collision between U.S. - Chinese military planes.

These two kinds diametrically opposed manner, not only exists in the university student community,
but also frequently exists in each one concrete university student.

Compared with the past ,this kind of “two sides U.S.” view is a kind of progress. It shows that
today's Chinese people see U.S. much maturely and more rational.

V. Theimage changes during the long history

From deferential aboriginal tribesman to a great country of Stars and Stripes, from infinitely
adoration for George Washington to the construction of American political Utopian blueprint, from
theracia conflictin Lin Shu'stranslation of {Uncle Tom’s Cabin) to Chinese laborers' misery in
the new continent, there has been no clear and exact definition of the image of Americain Chinese
view.

AW (PMAEE: hEXFEMEER) (FEMT) 2002 456 H
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In 1993, which is atime when there were very few dramas which were chosen very carefully. There
was a very popular TV drama called [A Native of Beijing in New York] While many years later
somebody produced aTV dramacalled (A Native of Shanghai in Tokyo) , but which has much less
effect in public. Beside this two, there is amost no other Native Chinese in Foreign city story
known by people.

1. Theimage in different time periods
Briefly examine the changes in the Chinese public’s images of the United States.

The outbreak of the Pacific War gave Chinese people a strong “comrades-in-arms’ image of the
America. Even immediately before the establishment of the People's Republic of China, there were
high expectations of the United States.

However, with the establishment of the People's Republic of China, and in particular with the direct
engagement between the United States and Chinain the Korean War, the United States became “the
American imperialists’ and the U.S. government became “the first target to be defeated.” With this,
China entered into a period of confrontation with the United States.

In the 1970s, when U.S. President Richard Nixon visited China and the Sino-American
rapprochement was achieved, the United States became a friend.

2. Several occurrence

First contact between the post-revolutionary Americans and the Chinese occurred during the
voyage of the trader ship Empress of China, which arrived at Canton in 1784.The result was the
considerable exportation of specie, ginseng, and furs to China, not to mention the much larger
influx of teas, cottons, silks, lacquerware, porcelains, and furniture to the United States.

The end of the First Opium War in 1842 led to the Anglo-Chinese Treaty of Nanking, which forced
open many Chinese ports to foreign trade. After China's defeat in the Second Opium War, the
Xianfeng emperor fled Beljing and the Treaty of Tianjin was ratified by his brother, Yixin, the
Prince Gong, in the Convention of Peking on October 18, 1860. This treaty stipulated, among other
things, that along with Britain, France, and Russia, the United States would have the right to station
legations in Beijing (a closed city at the time).

Chinese Exclusion Act

During the California Gold Rush and the construction of the Transcontinental Railroad, large
numbers of Chinese emigratedated to America. After being forcibly driven from the mines, most
Chinese settled in China Towns of cities such as San Francisco, and took up low end wage labor
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such as restaurant work and laundry. With the post Civil War economy in decline by the 1870s,
anti-Chinese animosity became politicized by labor leader and Party, whom blamed Chinese
"coolies" for depressed wage levels. In the first significant restriction on free immigration in U.S.
history, the United States Congress passed the Chinese Exclusion Act in 1882.

The outbreak of the Second Sino-Japanese War in 1937 saw aid flow into the Republic of China
(ROC, which was led by Chiang Kai-shek) from the United States. Since the Second Sino-Japanese
War was undeclared, Roosevelt denied that a state of war existed in China and proceeded to send
aid to Chiang.

For 30 years after its founding, the United States did not formally recognize the People's Republic
of China (PRC). Instead, it maintained diplomatic relations with the Republic of China government
on Taiwan, and recognized the ROC as the sole legitimate government of al ChinaThe new PRC
Government was hostile to this official American presence, and all U.S. personnel were withdrawn
from the mainland in early 1950.And even worth because of the Korean War, Vietnam War, The
United States continued to work to prevent the PRC from taking Chinas seat in the UN and
encouraged its allies not to deal with the PRC. Despite this official non-recognition, beginning in
1954 and continuing until 1970.

U.S.-Chinarelations since normalization
In the Joint Communiqué on the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations dated January 1, 1979, the
United States transferred diplomatic recognition from Taipei to Beijing.

There was a meeting between Deng Xiaoping and Zbigniew Brzezinski in 1979. PRC have initiated
hundreds of joint research projects and cooperative programs under the Agreement on Cooperation
in Science and Technology, the largest bilateral program.As a consequence of high-level and
working-level contacts initiated in 1980, U.S. dialogue with the PRC broadened to cover a wide
range of issues, including global and regiona strategic problems, political-military questions,
including arms control, UN and other multilateral organization affairs, and international narcotics
matters.

after Tian'anmen,Relations between the U.S. and the PRC were severely strained for a time by the
NATO Bombing of the Chinese embassy in Belgrade in May 1999, accredited to an intelligence
error but which some Chinese believed to be deliberate. By the end of 1999, relations began to
gradually improve. In October 1999, the two sides reached agreement on humanitarian payments
for families of those who died and those who were injured as well as payments for damages to
respective diplomatic properties in Belgrade and China. In April 2001, a U.S. EP-3 reconnaissance
aircraft, flying south of the PRC, collided with a PRC J-8 fighter jet in what became known as the
Hainan Island incident. It was widely believed that the EP-3 recon aircraft was conducting a spying
mission on the Chinese Armed Forces before the collision.
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3. Case study: Americaimage in Chinese history textbooks

Zhao Mei has did an research on America’s Image in Chinese High School History Text books®: A
Survey sincet he Late Qing Dynasty. Based on areview of Chinese high school history text books f
rom 1902 to 2003, together with their curriculum standards and syllabuses ,she analyzes and
categorizes the content and views in the instruction of world history , particularly American
history. According examining how the image of Amer2ica changed in t he text books sincet he late
Qing period, the study shows that the description of American history underwent remarkable
changes with the time. New materials were added and historical issues were reinterpreted in
different periods. Nevertheless, some topics remained unchanged in American history teaching,
such as the War of Independence, American Constitution, the Civil War, and FDR’'s New Deal. The
author holds that text books are products from collaborative academic research. The change of
America’s image and the different interpretations of American history reflect the evolution of
American studies in China and Chinese understanding of the country in the last century.

V1. Conclusion

The Chinese image about America has been at some kind ambiguous condition. In most time, the
Chinese does not regard as America throughout with UK, France and Germany, the absolute hostile
strengths, but certainly, the American has not been treated as genuine friend. American image's
ambiguous and contradictory must trace to the Chinese imaginable mold in modern time. In a sense
in the Chinese eye “America’ is actually unceasingly molded and revised by the Chinese
spontaneously, not genuine America itself. This point also precisely constituted al sorts of
dislocations and the misunderstanding in China and America cultural exchange process.

And indeed, for Chinese, images of the United States in the 1980s were in fact a“mirror image” of
our own society. In other words, many Chinese tried to “give China renewed inspiration” by
reflecting an “Ailing China’ in the mirror of the United States.

If We include the image of Americain China before the reform and opening-up policy simply it is
“the imperialism America’ view. And call we can call it “the free democracy America’ view at the
beginning of the reform and opening-up policy. For these days ,we can cal it “two sides
America’ view. Compared with the past ,thiskind of “two sides U.S.” view is akind of progress. It
shows that today's Chinese people see U.S. much maturely and more rational.

First, today's Chinese have initialy got rid of the either or ideological mode (either black or white,

BT R AR e SR T T A
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either right or false, either enemy or friend), which has ruled the Chinese's brains for a long time.
The view starts to penetrate into the different domain, gives the different appraisal to the different
domain. Because past “the imperialism”view and “the free democracy” view’s biggest malpractice
is that it only alows one kind of appraisal, with simplification and extremeness. The “two sides
America’ view is more complete, is more comprehensive, more close to the reality of America.

Second, today's Chinese America view has been more concrete, a more comprehensive
understanding. In “the imperialism America’view, the image is mainly an invader, in “the free
democracy America’view, the first performance is the Statue of Liberty. In “two sides America’
view, US's image must be much more colorful. And today's Chinese has the understanding nearly
about all the American society's aspects. Much more attention and understanding about the details.

In November 4, 2008 {China Southern Weekly) , ajournalist wrote a report named [Actually how
many journalist are there reporting the American presidential election] it says he received an emalil
from an official of the US foreign country reporter center Department, then find 14 Chinese
reporter's and the medias name in the cc list. Not only the main media of china, but also the
regiona media and researchers are there, though reporter in us are not require to register unless
need help. He can only infer that at least 14 Chinese reporters are covering the American
presidential election. This shows today the China public great interesting to America.
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