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Aim and Summary of the Trip

Hatsue Shinohara

[Aim]

Our study trip to the US aimed at understanding the US hegemony and its implications for
regionalism in East Asia. However, the question we originally posed was too broad to be addressed
and answered by just a week-long study project. As the question had to be more focused, we more
specifically sought to examine how the US as a superpower and hegemony perceives the conditions
of the world, and her role in the world, and accordingly how it grasps the East Asia as region and
the issue in it. It is possible to examine “nationa” image of other peoples and the world from
severa perspectives. However, our project rather looked at the intellectual and academic views
shared by and taught at universities and think tanks.

With the purpose of enhancing our understanding on academic discourse in the US and facilitating
intellectual cooperation, we held a workshop at Wellesley College, New York University, while we
had alecture and discussion at Harvard University and the Institute of Foreign Policy Analysis.

[ Summary]
Overdl, our field study trip was very successful and meaningful in terms of academic achievement
and practical educational training.

At Wellesley College we held a workshop on the Asian views over the United States. After GSAPS
students respectively made a presentation on Japanese, Chinese, Thai, and Korean views on the US
and the Americans, question and discussion followed by students and professors of Wellesley. We
learned while the national image of another country can be vague and stereotyped we cannot
completely ignore it because the ssmple image often serves as the foundation for xenophobia, and
in turn the formation of nationalism. At NY U, Professor Tom Looser opened our session by giving
a remark on the condition of the Japanese studies in the US which became more diverse in their
topic and orientation. The GSAPS students who were writing theses on Japan read a paper on their
topic.

The lectures at Harvard University, and the Institute of Foreign Policy Analysis offered us a good
insight on how the major academic institution taught the US role in the world and the think tank
dealt with the issue of the US-Japan relations. It is interesting to note that while at Harvard the
recent trend of teaching international history had shifted from national-centered history to global
and transnational history while the think tank naturally presented its argument based on nationa
interest. Furthermore, it was such an excellent opportunity for us to visit the US Mission to the
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United Nations where distinguished officials provided us with thoughtful analysis on the current
US policy to the UN.

Our study tour this time was only limited to some maor universities, a think tank and a
governmental mission. The knowledge and understanding we gained through this trip should not
easily lead to a comfortable generalization that the US images toward East Asia countries were
fixed or that the US would not abandon its hegemonic role in the world. The institutions we visited
did not necessarily share the similar views over the world and the East Asian countries. While the
general condition in Japanese studies became more fragmented and international history gradually
was replaced by global history, policy oriented analysis tended to stress the strategic importance of
East Asiato the US and American superiority over the UN.

It is also important to note that this project contributed not only to constituting academic
achievements but giving practical educational training to graduate students. Our students were
involved in planning and communicating counterpart institutions and participated in significant
academic discussions. This experience of participating in valuable intellectual cooperation beyond
the national boundaries will definitely remain something memorable as well.
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H 23 Daily Schedule

2/15/09 (Sun) 15:30 | Meet at Tokyo NaritaAirport
Hotel Marlowe 17:55 | Depart from Tokyo Narita Airport (UA882)
25 Edwin H Land Blvd, | 14:10 | Arrive at Chicago O’HareAirport
Cambridge MA 16:14 | Leave Chicago O'HareAirport

19:30 | Arrive at Boston Logan Airport
2/16/09 (Mon) 14:00 | Harvard University

Hotel Marlowe

Vernie Oliveiro, Teaching Fellow, Harvard University
“Taming the Titans: The United States, Multinational Cooperation and the Politics
of Globalization in the 1970s" ;“International History at Harvard”

2/17/09 (Tue)

Hotel Marlowe

10:30

Thelnstitute for Foreign Policy Analysis

James L. Schoff, Associate Director of Asia-Pacific Studies, the Ingtitute for
Foreign Policy Analysis
“US-Japan Alliance: The Future of Extended Deterrence’

Commentator: Kensuke Tanabe

16:00

Wellesley College
Ellen Widmer, Professor, Wellesley College

Roundtable Discussion: “Image of Americain Asia, Image of Japan in America’
Natsuko Hada: Moderator, Anne Jutimasakulboworn, “Thai's Image of
America’, Saori Ohgaki, “Japanese Image of America’, Yeji Park, “Korean

Image of America’, Fan Wei, “Chinese Image of America”

2/18/09 (Wed) 08:20 | Leave Boston South Station (Amtrak#171)
Hotel Pennsylvania 12:15 | Arrive at New York Penn Sation
401 7" Avenue at 33" 16:30 | New York University
Street, New York, NY Tom L ooser, Professor, the New York University
10001 “Japanese Studiesin the US’; “Japanese Studies at the GSAPS”
Yoshiyuki Aoki, “Comfort Women”, Bow Techtaveekijkul, “ Japanese in Thai Pop
Culture”, Andrius Gelezauskas, “ Corruption in Japanese Politics’
2/19/09 (Thu) 11:30 | Ground Zero
Ramada Plaza 13:30 | U.S. Mission to the United Nations
144 Van Wyck, Jamaica D. Shane Christensen, Advisor, Economic and Social Affairs
NY 11430 John Senior, Advisor, Political Affairs
2/20/09 (Fri) 06:30 | Leave New York JFK Airport (UA891)
10:00 | Arrive at LosAngelesAirport
11:15 | Leave LosAngelesAirport
2/21/09 (Sat) 15:55 | Arrive at Tokyo NaritaAirport
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Trip Report

During February 15-21, 2009, ten members from our Shinohara seminar class organized a
study trip to Boston and New York, the centers of Eastern America. The trip was funded by the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology, with the aim of improving
graduate school education in Japan. The theme of this trip was East Asia and the US/ Japan and
Asiain the US academic institutions. During those five days, our fellow members had one of the
most unforgettable academic experiences as graduate students.

We started the first day of our trip in Boston by visiting the Boston Museum of Fine Arts,
one of the famous tourist attractions in the city. The art works displayed at the museum were
stunning. Our members had a pleasant time exploring artistic creations both from Eastern and
Western traditions. In the afternoon on the same day, we visited Harvard University, arguably the
most famous university in the United States. We were given a brief tour by Vernie Oliveiro, a
teaching fellow at Harvard University’s Department of History. The atmosphere in this university
town was very academically stimulating. According to Ms. Oliveiro, students at Harvard work very
hard at studying. However, they aso perform well in other school activities and have a great social
life. Apart from effective time management skill, Ms. Oliveiro also gave us a brief lecture on her
dissertation, “ Taming the Titans. The United States, Multinational Cooperation and the Politics of
Globalization in the 1970s.” We were motivated to think about the role of capitalist MNCs in the
politics of globalization, which led to the current global trade patterns. According to Ms.Oliveiro,
free trade is not absolutely free and it has always been controlled by governments. In addition, she
also showed us the structure of some of the classes at the Department of History and shared with us
her experience as a teaching fellow/PhD student. Her talks gave those of us who want to pursue a
PhD degree a clearer idea of what to expect before choosing that path. Overall, our trip to Harvard
challenged us to reconsider our passions for studying, and hopefully, strengthen our determination
to do our best while we are still at GSAPS.

On the following day, all of us visited the Institute of Foreign Policy Analysis, where the
Associate Director of Asia-Pacific Studies, James L. Schoff, kindly gave us alecture on “US-Japan
Alliance: The Future of Extended Deterrence”’. He gave us overall background information about
the US-Japan alliance and pointed out some problems with how the future of extended deterrence
can be sustained, when the interests of the two allies start to differ. During this session, one of our
members, Kensuke Tanabe, who is studying the history of the Anglo-Japanese alliance, made some
comments on Mr.Schoff’s arguments, making the session a lively and interactive one. At the end of
the session, our members had a deeper understanding of the current issues with the US-Japan
aliance and how to consider the challenges that the two countries are facing in their management
of the partnership.

Later on the same day, we moved on to visit Wellesley College, a famous women’s college
in the US, which is an alma mater of our member, Natsuko Hada. Hada-san gave us a quick tour of
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the college before we joined a roundtable discussion with students from Wellesley College. The
theme of the discussion was an image of America in Asia, where four members from our seminar
each made their presentations on the image of the US in their respective home countries. Saori
Ohgaki made a well-researched speech on Japanese image of America, while Yegji Park presented
her observation on Korean image of America. Fan Wei made an interesting presentation on Chinese
image of the US, and Pattaninun Jutimasakulboworn showed the participants the results of her
small survey of Thai people on their image of the US. The discussion was very heated, as there
were some agreements as well as disagreements. However, as Shinohara-sensel said, it was a great
opportunity to have a frank exchange of opinions, which could provide a basis for a better mutual
understanding in the future.

On the following day, we departed Boston for New York, where we spent two days. After
checking in at the hotel, we headed to New York University, where Professor Tom Looser kindly
welcomed us and gave us a little talk on Japanese Studies in the US. Professor Shinohara aso told
him about Japanese studies at our school. Then, three of our members, Yoshiyuki Aoki, Kajeeporn
Techtaveekijkul, and Andrius Gelezauskas, made presentations on their respective researches.
Professor Looser gave them some feedbacks and raised some questions which they could think
about when they further conduct their researches. It was very fresh and interesting to listen to his
viewpoints as well as those of other participants. It was without doubt that the three members of our
seminar appreciate his suggestions as they can surely improve their researches.

On our last day of the trip, we started our day visiting Ground Zero and the Wall Street.
While some construction work already took place at Ground Zero, we could see the huge empty
space where the two towers stood. Though we already knew the 9/11 changed the international
politics and affected the lives of people both in the US and outside, being there made us appreciate
again the impact of the terrorist attack. At the memorial site opposite of Ground Zero, we were
moved by the displays which showed the sorrow of the victims, the courage of the rescuers, as well
as the kindness and compassion of the people who sent their cards or money there. Some of the
cards and handicrafts were also from Japan. Leaving the memoria site, al of us were speechless,
each of us deep in our own thoughts about the ugliness of the terrorist acts. After Ground Zero, we
visited the once-busiest business site in the world, the Wall Street. However, as the world economic
is currently in decline, the Wall Street was surprisingly quiet. We walked around the area before
departing to our next destination, the United Nations Headquarter.

Before we started our tour at the UN headquarter, we had an honor to meet with Shane
Christensen, who is working at the US mission to the UN. Mr. Christensen shared with us his
experiences as a diplomat to many countries around the world, as well as lecturing us on what the
US mission does at the UN. We also discussed on many challenges facing the UN as well as other
interesting points concerning the US as the world leader. Undoubtedly, his talks were very useful
for some of us who want to pursue a diplomatic career in the future. Then, we moved on to visit the
UN headquarter and had a tour in the facility. The tour guide gave us an overview of the UN work
as well as its challenges. Because not many of us were familiar with the UN work, it was an
eye-opening experience to learn about the UN as well as see where the real action takes place.
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Although this trip was short, our members had fun seeing new things, absorbing new
knowledge, and interacting with people from different cultures. It was a worthwhile experience. We
appreciate the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology as well as GSAPS
for helping make thistrip possible.
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Image of Americain Thai people’ seyes

Pattani nun Jutimasakul boworn

As a superpower, America seems to be in an advantageous position to exercise soft power
to create and maintain good relations with other countries around the world. American popular
culture appears to have a big impact on the image of American people in other countries, especially
in East Asia. Many people across countries in East Asia express their interests in American popular
culture, such as Hollywood movies, American celebrities, music, etc. Meanwhile, it is common
nowadays for Asian people to consume American products. American consumerism penetrates
through all societiesin Asia. It isusual for office workers in most countries to have McDonad and
Coca-colafor lunch and then grab a cup of Starbucks for afternoon coffee. American consumer and
entertainment products are also common. Many Asian people have access to American TV series,
movies, news, or even magazines, while imported products from the US aso constitute a big part of
their consumption. While this project research conducted a study on images of America and its
people in four different countries, Japan, South Korea, China, and Thailand, this section will
specifically discuss briefly about an American image in Thailand.

To explore current attitude of Thai people toward America, asmall survey® was conducted
by this author via electronic mail correspondences. About 20 interviewees were asked this question:
What is your image of America or its people? How will you describe the country or its people?
Most of the interviewees used to study, or are still studying, at a famous university in Thailand, and
al of them learn about America from the media, while some of them have some direct experiences
with American people.

The survey presents both positive and negative images of Americain Thai peopl€’s eyes.
First, America is till viewed as a land of opportunities where social status can be upgraded,
although the competition is very severe. The highly competitive nature is considered by Thai
people to be a driving force for development in the US, where innovation can occur. Thai people
perceive American people to be friendly and easygoing. American people are seen as generous
toward friends. The people surveyed also consider the American society to be an open and
multicultural society and receptive of different cultures. Moreover, some respondents report that
Americans appear to be very proud of their country and are ready to defend their country, whenever
criticized.

On the other hand, the most striking image of the current America seems to be its
arrogance. 90% of the interviewees mentioned that America is too conceited of its power. They
claim that Americais acting like a world police, and that in some situation where the US does not
have a right, its action to intervene in other people’s affairs reminds them of that of a bully. This
image is related to foreign policies of the US in the past decade, as during the Bush administration,

! The survey was conducted by this author during 3-12 February 2009 via electronic mail correspondence.
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the US stance was more assertive and the US was seen to be willing to unnecessarily fight and
destroy other countries to ensure its security.

Understandably, the US intervention in domestic affairs of other countries could invoke
responses from nationalists in those particular countries. This reaction can also be seen in the case
of Thailand, especially, when there was a political upheaval in 2006. After the coup de tat and the
coming to power of the military in Bangkok, the US expressed its concern over Thailand's
democratic situation and called on the government to call a new election to bring back democracy
to the country. Some rightist newspaper, such as Tha Post, wrote in its opinion page that, “the U.S.
should look back at its action in Iragq and see how could it be called democracy? The US used its
power illegitimately to destroy other countries to take away their resources, under the disguise of
democratization.”> The USis said to be willing to interfere in other people’s affairs, while fiercely
oppose other nations’ attempts to get involved in its own affairs. Such attitude, said the respondents,
represents selfishness on the part of the US.

American people are also perceived as ignorant and naive of the world. The respondents
indicate that American self-importance may be responsible for this shortcoming. According to some
opinions in this survey, “to the Americans, the world revolves around them. They do not bother to
learn about other countries or other people.” Some respondents report that they have been asked
guestions such as “Do you still ride buffaloes to school?” “Do you still ride elephants?’ or “Do you
have a T.V. a home?’ To the respondents, these questions represent not only their lack of
knowledge but also their derision of Thai people. In addition, some respondents make comments on
Asian Americans, saying that from their experiences, some of the Asian Americans look down on
other Asians, who are not American citizens or do not speak English fluently or with an American
accent like they do. While not all Asian Americans behave that way, the action of some appears to
have strong and lasting impression on the respondents, and leads to a negative image of the
American in their mind.

Americans are aso perceived to be loud and sometimes obnoxious. This is especially so
when compared with more timid Asian people, whose traditions teach that loudness is not a proper
form of behavior. In addition, probably related to the highly competitive nature of the society,
American people are seen as very materialistic. The respondents compare family structures between
Thai and American people, saying that for Thais, families tend to be large and grandparents help
take care of little children, while the Americans are said to be individualistic with old people left on
their own. This self-image is probably no longer true; however, as the Thai society is also changing
as it modernizes. Nevertheless, the respondents still appear to unwillingly accept the new nuclear
family structure that comes with modernization. Therefore, the image of American family seemsto
be undesirable to some people.

Finally, America, as a country, is seen as a problem-maker, rather than a problem-solver.
For example, some respondents express their dissatisfaction that the US, one of the worst polluters,

2 Thai Post, "Thailand: a Colony in American’s Eyes,” (translated by author), 6 October 2006.
http://board.dserver.org/u/uthai sak/00006375.html  accessed 24 February 2008.
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still has not signed the Kyoto Protocol to help curb global warming. Others blame the US for
causing the recent economic crisis, which has affected other countries around the world. Of course,
these opinions may not represent the genera attitude of people in Thalland; it may not even be true.
However, the fact that the respondents link the problems to the US shows the type of image that the
respondents have of the US in terms of policy management.

It should be noted that these answers from the survey may not possibly represent the image
that the general Tha people have toward the US. The respondents themselves aso recognize that
not all Americansfall into theimages, asthey are different individually and the characters of people
also vary by areas that they live. Also, interestingly, while most of the images given are negative,
the respondents say that they still want to visit the US, either for a short-term travel or long-term
work experiences.

Some of the negative images, especially on the Asian Americans, can be seen as
stereotyping of the Americans. During our discussion with American counterparts, such negative
images were said to probably be rooted in the colonial mindset of people in Asia: Asian people
should behave like Asians and not Americans, although they were born and are now living in the
US. Thisis partially true, as can be seen in the conflicting identity of Asian Americans when they
face expectations from the countries of their ancestors' origins, while they recognize themselves as
American. To many people in Thailand, the term American represents white people and not Asian
people. Therefore, Thai people also need to understand that American people have various origins
as they live in amulticultural and multiethnic society. However, as mentioned above, an image of a
group can be easily constructed by one person’s action. Therefore, probably it is unavoidable for
some people to have misconstrued image of the US, if they have bad experiences with some
Americans.

This point raises a question of the difference between stereotype and image: how can we
justify one as an image and one as a stereotype? This point was raised repeatedly during the
discussion with our American counterparts. | argue, however, that both image and stereotype are
the two sides of the same coin. Since image and stereotype are both constructed by people to
describe a group of people, they are both not representative of the whole group. Most of the time,
they are wrong when analyzed at individual level. It appears that image is used to talk about
something in general, and thus, its nuance is neutral. Either an image is positive or negative.
However, if one looks into details about what the negative image is, then one risks a chance of
stereotyping. Instead of arguing what images are stereotypes, | believe that it is more productive to
come up with ways to correct such misunderstandings, if there are ever ones, so that international
mutual understanding could be further strengthened.

During the discussion, it was suggested that perhaps education about people in other
countries in the US could offer some solutions to correct the image of ignorance. In contrast to
other countries such as Thailand where studies on the US or world history start in high school years,
students in the US generally have a chance to study cross-cultural studies or world history in
universities, most of which are selective courses. However, there are still some problems related to
this solution. As one participant said, “Within the US, thereis the UN.” Given the multicultural and
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multiethnic society that the USis, it is necessary that such education about other countries will not
be distorted, an issue that can raise objection from some parts within the American society.

There is adso a problem of pragmatism. As suggested by one participant, the Americans
cannot learn about all societies, although all societies know about the Americans. As a world
superpower, all countries are required to know something about the US. On the contrary, the US is
not required to know about other societies in the same way. If there is a need to learn about other
societies, it is natura that the American allies or partners will be selected as the first choices for
study. In addition, it is said to be already burdensome to learn about the American history, form of
government, or even religious issues. Therefore, on practical note, cross-cultural studies may not be
practical in the US.

However, such attitude combined with images of other countries shown in the questions to
other countries' citizens like the one above will not solve the problem of misunderstanding or
stereotyping. If we want to eradicate the stereotyping of each other, then mutual effortsto learn and
embrace the differences between countries should be heightened.

Although it appears that the image of American people in Thai eyesis not good, it should
be noted that some of the negative images are associated with the American administration’s
policies in the recent years. Therefore, if there is a change in the policy gestures in the US
government, then probably the image of the Americansin Tha people’s eyes could improve. After
all, image construction is dynamic and depends on context. With the change in the US president
this year, it is hopeful that the image of the US can be enhanced as time passes.
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Wellesley College-Waseda Univer sity Joint Seminar Report

Images of Asiain the United States, Images of the United Statesin Asia
Natsuko Hada

Background

On February 17th, 2009, nine Waseda University graduate students led by Professor
Hatsue Shinohara attended a seminar hosted by Wellesley College East Asian Languages and
Literature department. The theme of the seminar was “Images of Asiain the United States, Images
of the United Statesin Asia,” which was aimed to instigate an exchange of ideas between American
students from Wellesley College and Asian students from Waseda University.

In preparation for the seminar, four Waseda students from Thailand, Japan, Korea and
China have prepared short presentations on what they perceive as “image of America’ in ther
respective countries. The presenters preconceptions of the United States were formed through
varying degrees of experience. While some had spent a substantial amount of time in the US as
exchange students, others were paying their first visits to the United States during this seminar.

The participants from Wellesley College included professors who specialized in studies of
Japan, China, Korea or general East Asian area. Their students also participated in the seminar,
whose interests ranged from East Asian languages, literature, history, sociology, political science,
and religion.

The entire seminar lasted for about an hour, during which the presentations by Waseda
students were followed by responses from the Wellesley audience.

Presentation 1: Thai’s Perspective of the United Sates

The first presenter from Thailand shared her perceptions of the United States mainly based
on interviews with Thai people who had direct interactions with Americans. The response to the
interview was dominated by criticisms against the United States. On a persona level, many Thai
people recognized how little attention Americans paid to foreign nations and its cultures. The
presenter had personally been asked several times if she rode buffalos in Thailand. This inquiry
showed that the image of Thailand still remained primitive and uncivilized in the questioners
minds, and that they felt no hesitation in sharing such conjecture with Thai people. The presenter
analyzed this ignorance of the Americans as the result of indifference towards the world around
them, which gave an impression of arrogance to American people.

American politics, especialy its foreign policy, aso rouse negative feelings towards the
USin Thai people’s minds. The lack of consideration towards foreign thoughts and culture seemed
to permeate all levels of American society, from individuals to the federal government. The
presenter also pointed out that Americans are “loud,” and are rarely considerate of the repulsive
feelings caused by their bluntness.

Lastly, the presenter touched upon the emotional gap that existed between Asians and
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Asian Americans. She and the interviewees felt that Asian Americans tended to deliberately
distance themselves from their Asian heritage, and that they looked down upon Asian natives.

Presentation 2: Japanese Perspective of the United Sates

The second presenter shared the images of the United States in Japanese society, by
conducting research on how American products are received in Japan, and by looking at public
opinions revealed in recent polls.

The presenter summarized Japanese perception of the United States to be a juxtaposition of
amity and antagonism. She concluded that the positive feelings toward the United States were
promoted through the influx of American popular culture in Japanese society. Japanese movie
magazines are centered on Hollywood films, as the Japanese public is not only interested in the
contents of the movies but also in the gossips surrounding American movie stars. Also, the Tokyo
Disney Resort remains to be the greatest theme park in Japan both in its scale and its popularity.
Starbucks and McDonalds continue to be successful even in the recessiona period of the Japanese
food service industry. These examples suggest that the Japanese public holds no antipathy towards
American popular culture, which is sometimes better received in Japan than its authentic culture.

Despite embracing American popular culture, the repulsive feelings towards American
political and military affairs are still high among the Japanese public. The existence of the US
military bases that spread throughout the country is another aspect of “America’ that Japanese have
no choice but to accept. Statistics show that a large portion of Japanese population feels that the
American military presence in Japan must be reduced, an idea that prevails over the opinions to
maintain or increase the American military presence. Japanese aversion towards the US miilitary is
largely due to the chronic conflicts between American soldiers and Japanese locals around the US
bases. Incidents of rape crimes committed by American servicemen severely damage the reputation
of the US military, yet these problems are not even close to eradication.

Presentation 3: South Korean Perspective of the United Sates

The third presentation on the South Korean impression of the United States was
remarkably similar to the Japanese view of the US. Again, American popular culture was a major
contributor in enhancing Koreans' amiable feelings towards the US. However, the political aspect
of the United States was not well received in Korea, partially because South Koreais also a site of
major American bases. One recent incident that exacerbated Koreans' negative feelings towards the
United States was the conflict over American import policy, when cases of BSE contamination was
found among American beef products.

The three perspectives from Thailand, Japan, and Korea all mentioned public resentment
towards American foreign policy, even though none of these countries is in antagonistic
relationship with the US. These perceptions show that the hard power of the United States is no
match to its soft power when it comes to promoting harmonious relationship with Asian countries.

Presentation 4. Chinese Perspective of the United Sates
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The last discussion on the image of the United States in China presented a perspective that
was different in nature from others, for it is the only nation with internal barriers for the free flow
of information. The academic program supported by the Japanese government allowed the
presenter to visit the United States for the first time, which is an opportunity that is not easily
opened to Chinese citizens. It was not until 2008 that the Chinese government finally allowed its
citizens to travel to the United States for sightseeing purpose. However, individual trips are still not
permitted and the travelers are aways required stay within a group. Thus, the images of the United
States in China are constructed mainly through reports from national media and censored culture,
not through people who had direct experience with the United States.

In spite of the strict governmental control on the flow of information, American mass
cultureisincreasing its popularity in China. American soap operas are enjoyed by Chinese youths,
as is the case with other East Asian countries. This cultural influence is only a recent phenomenon,
for a long time the only Americans who set foot upon China were there for religious, political or
economic purposes. The limited interaction between the Chinese public and the United States has
dichotomized the Chinese public’'s perception of the US, which is well represented in the
paradoxical proverb: “If you love him, send him to New York asit is Heaven. If you hate him, send
him to New York asit is Hell.”

W&l lesley Responses

While the tone of the presentations may have been inclined to criticisms against the United
States, American students were generally receptive of such views. A student admitted that the only
thing she knew about Thailand was Tha restaurant in the United States, and that the idea of
self-sufficiency may have caused thisignorance and self-centeredness of the American mass.

On the theme of Asian Americans superiority complex, a couple of Asian American
students among the audience were able to share their opinion on the subject. Some students
mentioned that the dual identity of being both Asian and American could be a source of personal
dilemma. In the United States, they are constantly pestered by the question “Where are you from?”’
for which the simple and correct answer of “I am from America’ will never satisfy the questioner.
They must always clarify their ethnic origin, as if being an “American” does not suffice their full
identity. Their struggles tend to be even greater in the Asian countries of their origin, as they often
feel aienated by the locals for their Americanized character. A Japanese American student
mentioned that she must “swim between two identities.” She claims herself to be an American
while in the US and calls herself Japanese when she visits Japan. She feels that in order to
assimilate into both societies, she must undermine half of her identity as “ Japanese American.”

Some critical comments were made from the audience that the presentations were not
based on a well-grounded research, that they did not go beyond depicting the stereotypes of the
United States. While it may be true that the Americans are not making adequate efforts to
comprehend the world around them, such attitude may be mutual between the United States and
other countries. One of the remarks that concluded the seminar was an emphasis on the continuous
efforts to build understanding and trust across the world, for which academic contributions and
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exchange of ideas between youths will be most crucial.

Conclusion

As a Wellesley College alumna and a current student of Waseda University, this joint
seminar held a special significance for me. | have had the opportunity to experience both sides of
perspectives, studying about Asian countries within an American academic institution and
familiarizing myself with the Japanese view of the United States. | used to believe that such an
opportunity has allowed me to broaden my consideration of the two sides of the Pacific; not until
this seminar did | realize that this unique situation has actually limited my own viewpoint. | have
failed to notice that the generalized images are the major determinants in shaping international
relationships, especially on devel oping public sentiments.

While the Asian students’ stereotypical view of the United States has invited certain
criticisms from the American audience, it is also true that stereotypes represent the essence of a
nation’s image. Once stereotypes are established, it is extremely difficult to break them and to draw
attention to a more complex reality. A Wellesley professor mentioned that it is a bit heedless to
conclude that Americans are indifferent to the world around them. He argued that Wellesley
College is a good example of the US efforts to learn about others, as it requires undergraduate
students to take at least one of its fifteen language courses and a non-Western cultural studies
course. However, such argument is only a facet of truth, as an institution like Wellesley does not
represent an “ordinary” America; educational opportunity that promotes understanding of diversity
isonly opened to a minuscule proportion of the American population.

The United States is not the only nation that must promote better understanding of the
other parts of the world. Any country that seeks harmonious relationships must make continuous
efforts to learn about others, and learn about itself through the stereotypical images it propagates.
The significance of fieldwork should not be undervalued in such learning process, as information
reported through national media is not enough in constructing a comprehensive picture of aforeign
country. The “Support Program for Improving Graduate School Education” has alowed me such
fieldwork opportunity to discover the new reality of the United States and Asian countries, and |
would like to extend my sincerest gratitude to al who have made this program possible.
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Japanese Imagesin Thai Popular Culture

Kajeeporn Techataveekijkul

Research Question: How Japanese are shown in Thai popular culture?

Background

The history of World War 11, which Japan was under military authority, caused a strong bad
impression among the countries that were occupied or invaded. The South Korea trauma of 36
years under harsh Japanese colonization is still kept alive by the country education system and
mass media. The rape of Nankin left a scar in Chinese people’s heart. However, even there was
invasion of Japanese army to Thailand during the World War 11 which caused lost and hate against
Japanese people among Thai people, today talking about relationship between the two countries,
there is no bringing up topic of history of the invasion.

In Thailand, people learn history from text book and literatures which, | believe; it created
a notion of nationalism among Thai people. Text books and literatures usually present picture of
Thailand under monarchy system and intelligent Kings who aways brought the country into
independence, creating a strong monarchical system until today. Some literatures about history
were produced as movies which created a big hit and also gained a huge benefit al over the
country.

Among the World War |1, Japanese image in Thai society was aggressive because of the
military government. In 1972, under the nationalist government, there were protests against
Japanese commodities in Thailand because of the influx of Japanese goods that made people afraid
that they were going to replace Thai commodities. These events are also mentioned in Thai text
books and literature.

Today Japanese popular culture is one main craze among Thai children and teenagers
which | believe that young Thai have been developing a new image of Japan through their culture
consumption. Thanks to globalization, Japanese media flows to Thailand easier and faster than in
the past. Japanese media have been gradually acquiring positive viewpoints of Japan, and a
fascination toward contemporary aspects of the country’s society and culture. The nature of this
appreciation is constructed through the consumption of popular culture, and correlates with Joseph
Nye's description of soft power, which emanates in the subjective fascination of a country.

The new image of Japan has been reflected from Thailand own mass media as we can see
that, nowadays, there are many books, movies and TV drama about Japan in Thailand and the
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image of Japan is beautiful opposite from it was long time ago; for instance, the Thai anti-Japanese
movement during the World War 11 (1941 — 1945), protests against Japanese commoditiesin 1972.

In order to understand the image that reflects from Thai people, observing from Thai mass
media is one way to examine. Also, we can also study relationship context between the two
countries by analyzing from mass media. In the case of the United States and Japan, according to
Sheila K. Johnson's book, The Japanese through American Eyes, the generalized Asian
stereotype also comes in positive and negative versions, depending on how the United States feels
about a particular nation at a given time. When Americans were at war with Japan, quietness turned
into deviousness, and stoicism (another trait commonly ascribed to al Asians) became cruelty.
When Americans were fighting the Chinese in Korea, the same negative attributes were attached to
them, whereas the Japanese suddenly became our trustworthy, hard-working, gentle alies. In Thal
case, it isalso possible that stereotype of Japan has been changing from time to time.

M ethodology

| am using empirical framework by observing from Thai popular culture: TV advertisement,
fiction, non-fiction, and woman magazine. | also conducted some interviews with Tha people who
have never been to Japan (5 people whose ages are in 20s and 5 people whose ages are in 40s). The
interviews will be used as supplementary information

Timeframe: Chapter 1: 1941-1945, 1972
Chapter 2: 2005 - 2008

Research Outline

Introduction

1. Research Question: How Japanese are shown in Thai popular culture?
Research Approach: Empirical framework
What kind of subject to be used, reasons and how to choose the sources
Literature reviews: Studies on Japanese Image, Thai Perceptions on Japanese
Definition: Image, Popular culture
Outline of thesis

o g s~ Wb

Chapter 1: The ‘old’ Japanese
1. Before and during the WW 11 (1941 — 1945)
2. Protests against Japanese commodities (1972)

Chapter 2: The ‘new’ Japanese: 21% century
1. Japanese children and teenagers
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2. Japanese workers
3. Japanese seniors
4. Japanese men and women

Conclusion
1. Comparing “the old” and “the new”

2. How the images of Japanese in Thai popular culture show Thai’s opinion toward
Japanese and Thai’s concerning

kkhkhkkkhhkkkhhhkkhhhkkhhhkhhhkhhhkhhhkhkhhkhhhkhkhhkhkhhkhkhhhkhhhkhhhkhhhkhhhkhdhhkhkhhkhdhhkhkhkkkkkkx%x%x

What kind of subject to be used

- TV advertisement

TV advertisements are appeared on TV which can be accessible from most of Thai people
in the country. TV advertisement, unlike other TV programs; for example, drama, game show,
people cannot choose to watch from their preference.  Moreover, as each advertisement has to be
short in order to fit the time, it has to show all the essences in the limited time. | will use two
websites that collect all of the TV advertisement that on-ar on free TV which are
www.adintrend.com and www.kosanathai.com.

Tha TV advertisements

- Fiction

In 21% century, there are still many fictions writing about Japanese, mostly were written by
teenagers and teen novels. | chose one publisher that published only teen novels written by Thai
teenagers and chose only best-selling novels of the publisher that in the novels Japanese characters
appear. The publisher is JAMSAI Publishing. All the published novels are easily accessed by Thai
people (mostly in urban area) asthey are all appeared in every book stores.
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JAMSAI Publishing booth in Book Expo Thailand 2006
(The picture was taken by the author)

- Non-Fiction

There are many non-fictions about Japan are sold in Thai book stores, most of them are
guidebooks and books written about experience in Japan, all of them included some comments and
opinions about Japanese. As there are many of them, it is difficult to observe all of the books.
Therefore, since Thailand does not have bestselling books data which can represent the whole
country, | chose books which have been published more than two times, which can guarantee that
the books were sold to many people.

Tokyo Has No Leg (2005)
(Now is the 8" edition)

- Woman magazine

Apart from the image of being modernized country with al electronic commodities, Japan
is also considered as fashionable country, mostly among women. The image appeared in woman
magazine which sometimes has a column about Japanese trend and fashion. Among many woman
magazines in Thailand, | chose to observe CLEO magazine which was ranked as the best selling
woman magazine in Thailand in 2004'. Moreover, among many woman magazines, the contents of
CLEO are considered to attract woman in middle class than other magazines, for instance, ELLE
and Cosmopolitan, which show mostly brand name goods.

1 http://www.komchadl uek.net/news/2005/03-03/soc-16573963.html
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CLEO Magazine (July 2007)
***To be noted that | will conduct my research as content analysis which means | am not going

to see what the subjects affect people’s opinion but | would rather see what it shows in the
content.

Literature Reviews

- Sudieson Japanese | mage:
Sheila K. Johnson, The Japanese through American Eyes
Akiralriye (edited), Mutual images. essays in American-Japanese relations

- Thai Perceptions on Japanese:
Kunio Yoshihara (edited), Thai perceptions of Japanese moder nization
Khien Theeravit, The Thai Perception of China and Japan
Supang Chantavanich, Survey on Thai Youth opinion toward Japan and ASEAN
Warinthorn Wuwongse, Weerawan Washiradilok, Comparing Opinions of Thai and
Japanese toward Each Other

Definitions

- Image

The idea that stereotype content may stem from features of the socia structural
relationships between groups is also the basic premise of the image theory of international relations
in political science. Unlike traditional representations of social stereotypes as lists of traits and
attributes that are believed to be characteristic of individual members of a particular social group,
images are patterns or configurations of coherent beliefs about the character, intentions, motives,
and emotions attributed to or associated with the outgroup as a whole.(Alexander, Brewer,
Livingston; 2005)
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- Popular culture
‘Popular culture’ has emerged as one of the main sites of investigation within
contemporary mass communication research and cultural studies. Most of that work is concerned
with fiction, particularly in television, and with other forms of expression which generally go under
the heading of ‘entertainment’. (Dahlgren; 1992)

Chapter 1: The Old Japanese

Before and during the WWII (1941 — 1945): As Tha government at that time took the
Japanese side during the 2™ World War, there are many journals about Japan. One of them is
“Traveling Japan” which has many advertisements of Japanese commodities; for examples,
Mitsubishi Shoji Kaisha, Mitsui Ship, also, a Thai tailor shop called “Tai Fah” promoted that they
were specialize in making modern cloth for going to Japan.? These advertisements show that
Japanese commodities were interested by Thai and in order to go to Japan, it was better to dress
smart. During the WWII, there are many books writing about Japan which were translated from
foreign languages; for example, “ Thai-Japanese Conversation” by S.Mikey (1940), “Buddhism and
Japanese People’ by Pro. T. Byodo and Pro. K. Takagami (1941), and books which where written
by Tha people; for example, “Memoirs of Students Who Got Scholarship to Go Travelling in
Japan” by Center of Studying Japanese-Thai Culture (1942)°

=
S —

Travelling Japan (April 1937)

Mentioning in Colonel Nonglak Limsiri’s research about Thai’s opinion toward Japanese
during the WWII, the relationship between Thailand and Japan was generally speaking in a good
way; for instance, Thailand was a country that Japan gave a special treatment or Thailand was the
only country the did not hate Japan. However, there is no specific research about the opinion,

2 Anake Nawigamune, Thai Advertisments Vol.1 (Thailand: Saitharn Publication House, 2008), pp.205-206, 215.
* Ibid, pp.266-267.
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mostly mentioned as a small opinion in some works.*

Image of Japanese people during the beginning of the 1970s was not a good image in Thai
peopl€e's eyes especialy among scholars. Articles which contained critics against Japan’s role were
published in a large amount. During 1970-1976, there were 310 articles (from 756 articles) about
Japan published in Thailand®. During 1950-1980, articles the were written about Japanese as
“Economic Animal” encouraged the feeling of anti-Japanese toward Thai people especialy articles
in “Journal of Sociology Review"®

Moreover, the image of domination of Japanese economic in Thailand during the time is
explicit in the poem by Sakda Jintanvijit, “Values’, which was published in Thairath, the most
popular newspaper in Thailand, in 17 December 1972.” The poem described about Thai’s way of
living which had a lot of relations with Japanese commodities; for example, using National Rice
Cooker, Seiko watch, Sanyo radio, Toyota car, Daimaru department store, Toshiba TV etc. The end
of the poem, the writer wrote in both Thai and Japanese that “Am | Thai?” (Watashi wa tai jin desu
ka?).®

The research will be conducted by using both primary sources, for instance, Thai
fiction (Koo Gum) and secondary sour ces.

One of the most effective literatures which shaped the idea of Japanese people in Thai’s
heart is Khu Kham which is the love story of Japanese soldier and Thai woman during the World
War 1I. The story is very popular and was remade many times as TV drama, movie and play. The
novel was aso planned to produce as film in Japan in order to celebrate 120 years of Thailand —
Japan diplomatic relations.’

Book Summary —gnssu (Khu Kham - X FA D#E#E - Sunset at Chaophraya)

(First published in 1963)

* Nonglak Limsiri, Colonel, Japanese-Thai Relations during the Second World War (Bangkok: Chulalongkorn
University Press, 2006) p.110.

® Banyat Surakanvit, Japanese Studiesin Thailand (Japan Foundation’s News Letter, October 1983).

® Banyat Surakanvit, “ Thai-Japanese Relations: Aid or Slander,” Thai-Japanese Relations: 10 Years after the
Aniti-Japanese Commaodities, Banyat Surakanvit, ed. (Bangkok: Old Japan’s Students Association, Thailand, Center of
Japanese Studies, Thammasat University, 1982), p.52.

" Ibid, p.53.

® Ibid.

® Komchadluek, “miisi magifls "gassu Indwuned,” [hitp://www.komchadluek.net/news/2006/01-12/ent-19613473.html],
12 January 2006.
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In 1939, the early days of World War Il in Siam, to Angsumalin whose father left her
mother to marry with another elite woman meeting one last time with her childhood friend, a young
Thai man named Vanus. He isleaving for England for his studies and hopes that Angsumalin will
wait for him and marry him when he returns.

Shortly thereafter, Thailand is invaded by Japanese military forces. In Thonburi, opposite
Bangkok on the Chaophraya River, the Imperia Japanese Navy establishes itself at abase. The
forces there are led by Kobori, an idealistic young captain who is a Japanese commander’ s nephew.
One day he sees Angsumalin swimming in the river and falls for her. She, being a proudly
nationalistic Thai woman, despises him because he is Japanese. One day Angsumalin’s neighbors
are caught because of they steels oil from Japanese camp, Kobori punish them by pouring liter of
oil through their mouth. Angsumalin judges this kind of punishment as uncivil then she tries to stop

it but saying:

“ These two men are Thai, thisland it also Thai so even they are working for Japanese army,
it does not mean that they have to be under Japanese force. If they did something wrong, they
should be punished by Thai people not by the Japanse army!”

From this situation, Angsumalin’s hate of Japan increasing gradually, even how hard
Kobori triesto be good to her. Nonetheless, Kobori persists at seeing her and a courtship develops.
Angsumalin sees away to use Kobori to serve the underground Free Thai Movement while she
waits for Vanus. Then, for political reasons, Angsumalin's father insists that she marry Kobori.
Understanding that Angsumalin is not marrying him out of love, Kobori promises not to touch her,
but he breaks that vow after the wedding because he is drunk. Despite this, Angsumalin devel ops
tender feelings for Kobori, but is till torn by her feelings for her nation and Vanus, who returns to
set in motion a conflict between the two men. Angsumalin finds out that she isin love with Kobori
after they spend time together. She finds out that Kobori is kind and gentle to her. He protects her
even he knows that sometimes it is against the rule of the army. After she meets VVanus who
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escapes from Japanese army camp after he is caught as a member of Free Thai Movement, she
returns the promise to Vanus and runs to find Kaobori to tell him that she loves him.

That day there is bombing around Bangkok-noi area, Kobori goes there and the bomb takes
his life away. Angsumalin comes to Bangkok-noi and finds Kobori just before he passes away. She
tells him “ Anato wo aishimasu” which is the sentence that Kobori has told her for many time. It is
1944, and the Japan's efforts to win the Pacific War are failing, and a Thai woman, Angsumalin,
has just lost her husband, Kobori, an officer in the Imperial Japanese Navy.

Discussion: For Khu Khum or Sunset at Chaophraya, Angsumalin represents nationalistic
Thai woman who proud of her pride and her nation. She judges Japanese people as evil as awhole
at the beginning of the story. She also mentions that she has never wanted Japanese to be in her
country; Kobori once says that sakurawill never be beautiful outside Japan and Angsumalin says
that she never wants sakurato be in Thailand as well. Kobori represents an idealistic man who does
everything for love even it is sometimes against the rule. In my opinion, Kobori’ s action is against
his own nation but for Thai people who read the novel, it is the way they want Kobori to do, to
devote himself to love rather than his own country; once Angsumalin helps a western prisoner of
war as she said it isfor humanity, Kobori knows about it but he does not report it to the army even
it may cause bad affect to his own nation. Even though Japanese soldiers represent the image of
Japanese as harsh and cruelty, Kobori represents a good image of Japan for Thai readers and Thai
audiences. The novel has been published up to 14 times today and it was remade as film and TV
dramafor several times.

Chapter 2: The New Japanese

In Thailand especialy in 21% century, there is no specific research on Thai’s opinion toward
Japanese people which is using the observation of Thai popular culture. There were some
researches on the image by using quantitative method. Nowadays, it can be said that Korean Wave
is concerned as more popular in Thai society as there are more Korean Dramas than Japanese that
broadcast on Thai TV. However, the Japanese still appear on Thai popular culture as a character. In
the case of printing sources, Japanese are represented in both fiction and non-fiction works. In
fiction, today Japanese appears a lot in teen’s novels as a leading character, mostly presented as a
man. In non-fiction, Japanese people are mostly presented as opinion of a writer who visited Japan
in guidebooks or magazines. Women magazine usually presented Japanese women as fashionable
and they have independent to dress up as they like, even sometimes it is considered as weird. On
the other hand, women'’s role will usually changed when they go across teenage.

Lakkana Korvanichkul mentioned in her master thesis, “ The Significant of “Green Tea’ in
Contemporary Thai and Japanese Society,” after conducting interviews in 2006 that for Thai people
the image of Japanese are mostly in positive way and Tha people interests a lot in Japanese
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culture.’°

| believe that, in Thai popular culture, Japanese in Thai’s opinion share some common
character. Therefore, | would like to separate those opinions more specifically which are Japanese
children and teenagers, Japanese workers, Japanese similes, Japanese men and women.

1. Japanese children and teenagers

Children: cute, lively, healthy with red cheeks

Teenagers. 1. Extremely crazy (especially on the way they dress)
2. Girls are fashionable, guys are cool

2. Japanese workers
Have loyalty on their company, hard-working, the boss is very strict so that they have to
concentrate alot on their works, mostly appeared as office workers

3. Japanese seniors
Healthy, mostly appeared in Kimono drinking green tea

4. Japanese men and women

Men: workaholic, devote themselves to work

Women: housewife, have good manner, have great skill in cooking or house-keeping,
women in office always do easy job, no woman appeared as boss

Conclusion

- Comparing Old and New

- Theimages of Japanesein Thai popular culture reflect not only how Thai people see
Japanese today but also show Thai’ s current concerning, for instance, in order to have
good health and long life like Japanese, Tha should drink green tea.

Comments from professor s and commentatorsin New York University

1. Commentson Chapter 1: The Old Japanese that the author should write more on the history
part, especially, regarding to capitalism, consumerism and nationalism, and discuss on the
topic why Thai nation created block of Japanese commoditiesin 1972 but not now.

10| akkanna Korvanichkul, The Significant of “Green Tea” in Contemporary Thai and Japanese Society (Master
thesis, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University, 2006), p.55.
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2. Discussif anything of Japan be braded as trade goods, and if  the brand make Thai people
forget the bad memory of the past

3. Discuss moreif the pictures of Japanese showing in Thai popular culture are asironic
feeling of Thai people toward Japanese.

4. Asthe author is using the methodology of Sheila K. Johnson, the author of “ Japanese
through American Eyes’ , the commentator suggest that the author should specific more
about the methodology and comparing what are the different between the two.

Responseto the comments

According to the comments of professors and commentators in New York University, |
agree that |1 should write more on the history part in Chapter 1. The protest against Japanese
commodities was intensely uprising during 1972. Mentioning in Thai-Japanese Relations: 10 Years
after the Aniti-Japanese Commodities (1982), the images of Japanese that Thai felt during that time
were nationalism, collectivism, business-animal, dishonest, and tricky. These images are some main
factors that made the Thai people afraid of being overwhelmed by Japanese increased, as well as,
Japanese would come to have influence in Thai politics at last.** While in the present time, as
mentioning in Chapter 2: The New Japanese, the images of Japanese in Thai popular culture do not
related to the cruelty in the past anymore. The fear that Thai people had during the past does not
appear in Thai people’s heart today as the advancement of globalization and as Thailand’'s
economic system is capitalism, however, it does not mean that Thai people forget the bad memory
of the past, but it seems that The new image of Japanese appear in order that the producers can sale
more products. Both images of Japanese in different time reflect not only trend in Thai society but
also political atmosphere in specific time. In some Thai popular culture, Japanese are portrayed as
serious office workers which in some context, the image is the same as it was which is
business-animal. Sometimes Japanese are portrayed as funny characters, yet, in my opinion, it does
not mean that it is an ironic feeling toward Japanese. Funny Japanese characters appear in TV
advertisements which mean Japanese characters in the ad encourage people to buy goods. Lastly, as
the methodology | am using to conduct the research got a great influence from Sheila K. Johnson,
the author of “ Japanese through American Eyes’ , however, as Johnson’'s chapters were categorized
by issues in history, this research contents were classified by characteristic of Japanese people as
Japanese children and teenagers, Japanese workers, Japanese seniors, Japanese men and women
which | believe that it is the uniqueness of the research.

1 Banyat Surakanvit, ed., Thai-Japanese Relations: 10 Years after the Aniti-Japanese Commodities (Bangkok: Old
Japan’s Students Association, Thailand, Center of Japanese Studies, Thammasat University, 1982), p.65.
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Preface

Japan and United States of America (later U.S.) are mutually-related close partners in
many fields, including politics, economy, and security.

To deegpen mutual understandings as well as to share mutual views on different issues with
the people in the U.S., we, students of the seminar of Prof. Hatsue Shinohara, traveled to the U.S.
from February 15" 2009 to February 20™ 2009 to visit some of leading universities (Harvard
University, New York University, Wellesley College), the Institute for Foreign Policy Analysis, and
the US diplomatic mission office to the United Nations. The main theme of thisfield trip was “East
Asia and the US/ Japan and Asia in the US academic institutions.”, and the each seminar member
made the presentations, exchanged opinions with the students, the professors, and the diplomatic
people in the United States. The theme of my presentation was on “Corruption in contemporary
Japanese politics (1994-2008).” which is based on my recent research.

Thus, in this report, | will submit the main outline of my research and discuss main
guestions concerning my presentation which were raised by Looser Tom, the Professor New York
University, and his colleagues. However, it should be mentioned that as this research is at initial
stage, it might lack sophisticated analysis or verified conclusions, and data content analysis of mass
media should be added to this research later on.

Introduction

Corruption is an elusive phenomenon which is difficult to be captured in a single crisp
definition. There are plenty of definitions to describe corrupt activities. Taking this into
consideration, | found it useful to adopt the definition by Gibbon (1993), which describes
corruption as any kind of behaviors, that if it were to become public knowledge would lead to a
scandal. What we know about corruption tends to come from scandals that often become the main
topic of mass media. Therefore, despite many obstacles, mass media remains one of the most
important sources in researching corruption scale and main actors within one or another political
system.

Transparency International is the most famous Non Governmental Organization whose
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mission is to fight against corruption, and conduct researches on this issue. According to the
Transparency International Global Corruption Barometer data 2007 (this world wide survey have
been started from 2003), Japanese people perceived political parties, as well as politicians too, to be
the institutions which are one of the most affected by corruption. Interesting to mention is that, not
only in Japan but in other countries also, the political parties, politicians and police are perceived to
be institutions which are most affected by corruption.

Furthermore, necessary to mention is that the government performance against corruption
is regarded to be ineffective and inadequate to the real situation. In Japan only 8 percent of
respondents have answered that those government efforts in fighting against corruption is effective
while world average is about 28 percents. *

Another important survey conducted by Transparency Internationals is Corruption
Perception Index (CPl). According to this research started in 1995, CPI point of Japan was 7.5 in
2007, which was 17" place among 180 countries where this research was conducted. Corruption
Perception Index in Japan has quite high positive value even compared with other
economically-developed countries such as U.S. marking 20" in the ranking, Germany, 16™, France,
19" and Italy, 41% ( refer to map no. 1 , World Map Index of Perception of Corruption (2007) ).
Local Transparency International office in Tokyo then made comments on CPI data, affirming that
police, courts, activity of the Fair Trade Commission, and the movements of media and civic groups
are seen to be very positive in this context. Bribe cases and rot are often reported on newspaper as
scandals. Therefore, it may be interpreted that these organizations and groups are seriously working
for the rot extermination. Consequently, further expectation is put on mass media role in dealing
with corrupt practices.

To sum up corruption in Japan is very important issue especially ordinary Japanese have
keen concern toward Japanese political parties, politicians' activities and preventive measures by
the government. Therefore, it is important to have a closer look on the reasons why Japanese
political parties and politicians are being perceived to be exclusively corrupted and why
governmental measures in fighting against corruption tend to be evaluated quite negatively among
Japanese people. Also, the role of mass media playing in dealing with corruption is not less
important issue in this research. Taking them into consideration, the purpose of this research is to
focus on political corruption phenomenon in the context of Japanese mass-media.

Theoretical approach toward corruption studies
In the literature on corruption, it is frequently suggested that corruption results from these
three mutually co-exiting and reinforcing factors:
1. Ambiguous borders between the state and markets (economic benefits depends on political
decisions)
2. Tolerance of corruption by citizens (it provides incentives for politicians to make
corruptive actions)

! Transparency International Japan. http://www.ti-j.org/corrupt/07/GCB2007.pdf, visited 2009/02/26
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3.

Malfunctioning of the (political, administrative or judicial) mechanism of control limiting
the discretionary power of public decisions makers. 2
As we can see from Transparency International studies tolerance of corruption by citizens

may be questionable in Japanese case.

Main topicsin corruption researches are:

Newness, scale and varieties of corruption. To what extent has the phenomenon growth in
recent years? What is its perceived scale? To what extent has the nature and variety of
corruption changed?

Causes of corruption. What is the relevance of potential common conditions (such as the
financing of parties, institutional change, restructuring of economy, changes in values and
public morality) as well as the causes that appear to be distinctive to the country under
study?

Dynamics of corruption. Who are main practitioners? What are resources they wield?
What are ‘ secret exchanges' based on?

Anti-corruption laws and campaigns, remedies and solutions. To what extent have there
been legal and political attempts to thwart the practice and growth of political corruption?
To that extent have they been successful and corruption been exposed?

Impact of political corruption and exposure of political corruption. What has been the
impact of political corruption on the functioning of the political system, and what has been
the impact of the exposure of corruption on parties and the political system?

Socio-cultural background and its impact on political corruption.

However, to answer all of these questions seems to be extremely difficult. Therefore, in my

research only some of them will be focused on. On the other hand, some of those issues are
crossly-related, thus, it may be difficult to understand some processes without analysis of other

[processes.

Previous resear ches on Japanese political corruption

A wWw DN PR

Main focus in Japanese political corruption researches have been made on:

Political financing issues

Lockheed case study

Recruit case study

Cases on distribution of national funds (f.e. Showadenko in 1948, Zosengigoku scandal in
1954. Zosengigoku or scandal occurred in 1954 when “ Shipbuilding corruption” scandal
the shipping and shipbuilding industries made approaches to the government and related
ministries in order to recover from the recession by lowering the interest rates and the

2 Bull J. Martin, Newell L. James. 2003. , Corruption in Contemporary Politics*. Palgrave Macmillan. New York. P.

15

3 Bull J. Martin, Newell L. James. 2003. , Corruption in Contemporary Politics*. Palgrave Macmillan. New York. P.

111
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like.)

5. Cases on the enactment of Laws

6. Caseson permission and certification etc.

However, main topic frequently studied in political field has remained to be political

financing as it has systematic influence on whol e Japanese political system.
Other scholars focus on Lockheed and Recruit scandals. Both of them had huge impact on the
dominance of Japanese Liberal Democratic Party. In this case, the case study by Chalmers Johnson
on “Lockheed” scanda and the role of Prime Minister Tanaka Kakuei is the very good research
example concerning political corruption. Not only the essence of scandal but also the impact it had
brought on the whole Japanese party political system was highlighted in his case study.

In 2006 Transparency International carried out another well-grounded research on
Japanese political corruption issue. This research is called “National Integrity Systems:
Transparency International Country Report, Japan 2006.” The concept of the Nationa Integrity
System (NIS) has been developed and promoted by TI as the part of its holistic* approach to
countering corruption. The NIS approach provides a framework with which to analyze both the
extent and causes of corruption in a given nationa context, as well as the adequacy and
effectiveness of national anti-corruption efforts.

The main “pillars’ of the NIS are considered to be the following: Executive; Legidature;
Political Parties; Electora Commissions, Supreme Audit Institution; Judiciary; Public Sector;
Police and Prosecutors; Public Procurement; Ombudsman; Anti-corruption agencies;, Media; Civil
Society; Private Sector; Regional and Local Government; and International Institutions.

Key ideas of this National Integrity Studies on Japan are:

1. “Many of the corruption scandals which occurred in recent years in Japan have taken place
in newly emerged social, economic and environmental policy fields in which bureaucrats
can maintain various roles and functions.

2. In the ministries whose influence is increasing in these contexts, a practice called
amakudari (golden parachute) among senior officialsis projected to remain in future.

3. Politicians, especially ex-bureaucrat politicians, are deeply involved in cooperation with
bureaucrats and industries. What is called the “rotten triangle of politics, bureaucracy and
business” may be identified as characteristic of corruption in Japan.”®

Five Typesof Corruption
The causes of corruption in Japan have changed in accordance with the stages of Japanese
economic development and the changesin levels of governmental intervention.

* Holism - is the idea that all the properties of a given system (biological, chemical, social, economic, mental,
linguistic, etc.) cannot be determined or explained by its component parts alone. Instead, the system as a whole
determines in an important way how the parts behave.

® National integrity systems: Transparency |nternational country report, Japan 2006
www.transparency.org/content/downl oad/14728/156321/file/japan_r.pdf, pp. 7, visited 2009/02/26
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Five major types of corruption can be identified. °
1. Administrative corruption. In which lower-level government officials and private individuals

areinvolved in small-scale malfeasance.

2. Individual politica corruption. In which high-level government officials, politicians,
businessmen or intermediaries are involved in secret collusion, with illegal donations and
collusive bidding dominant.

3. Institutionalized or systemic corruption. In which powerful political leaders and business
interests try to personalize and manipulate the state organs and wealth in their own interest
through close relationships with bureaucrats.

4. Corruption within the private sector.

5. International corruption. This is committed by politicians, businessmen and their agents in
collusion with government officials from both donor and recipient countries.

In my research the biggest attention will be paid on individua politica and
ingtitutionalized or systemic corruption because it may provide answers how to understand
corruption origins in Japanese national level political system. When talking about political
corruption practices within Japanese political system, it seems that the politica finance,
“amakudari” (golden parachute) and “dango” (bid rigging) issues remain the most serious questions.
Also it is important to mention that can be seen new tendencies in political corruption area.
According to the NIS, “new socia issues, such as preparation for an aging society, environmental
policy, response to internationalized criminal activities, earthquake policy and the like, are
emerging, providing bureaucrats with new roles and functions. Many corruption scandals in recent

years have occurred in these new social fields.” *

Research question, task and methodology

Japan has experienced a series of magjor scandals throughout the postwar period. Various
kinds of factors are historical, institutional, societal-structural and political-cultural or, to say more
precisely, their complex has had an influence on corrupt practices development in politics. Many
researchers assume that the political corruption tends to occur in a society where a kind of
clientelistic exchange has deep roots. These two phenomena, political corruption and clientelism,
are closaly related in Japanese politics too. For that reason Japanese corruption schema through
analysis of the political corruption scandals published on newspapers should be examined.

Research question - what are the structure, extent and causes of political corruption in
Japan after 1994? The structure of political corruption will be discussed more in detail, by
examining both the characteristics of the actors who are directly engaged in the corruption and the
resources they exchange. Does the frame of politica corruption in Japan anyhow reflect

® National integrity systems: Transparency | nternational country report, Japan 2006
www.transparency.org/content/downl oad/14728/156321/file/japan_r.pdf, pp. 12, visited 2009/02/26

" National integrity systems: Transparency International country report, Japan 2006
www.transparency.org/content/downl oad/14728/156321/file/japan_r.pdf, pp. 10, visited 2009/02/26
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governmental attempts to reduce it by introducing new electoral reform and political companies
financing law?

Tasks of thisresearch are:

1. To provide empirical data on Japanese political corruption during the period of 1994-2008 in
the context of political scandals.

2. Toidentify major Japanese political corruption scandalsin 1994-2008

3. Toidentify main actors of political scandalsin Japan

4. To give analyzes how Political Funds Control Law (Brif&4:311E%%) which had an the
intention to make the flow of political donations more transparent and other systematical
changes have influenced on the nature of political corruption in Japan.

In other words, political corruption discourse in Japanese national newspapers will be
analyzed. Objects to be measured depend on more concrete tasks of research. Though there are still
some points to be discussed, it may be valuable to give analysis on frequency of headlines
concerning political scandals and corruption on the front pages of Japanese national newspapers;
time; number of headlines concerning corruption; percentage of total number of headlines
appearing on front page; percentage of total number of headlines on Japanese politics appearing on
the front page, acting officias etc.). It is expected that mapping and categorization of political
scandal phenomena as well as research on correlated words with “corruption” in political scandal
context in Japanese newspapers can provide valuable data for making deep-rooted conclusions on
the nature of Japanese political corruption scandals.

Methodology to be used in research is national wide newspaper and weekly magazine
content analysis and descriptive anal ytic method.

Albrecht Rothacher in his research on “Political Corruption in Japan” affirms that “ There
is plenty of material known to national media. Yet only a few instances of corruption give rise to
full blown “Scandals’, with the culprits <...>” The Japanese media (never the parliamentary
opposition) might choose particular cases carefully to make it known to the public. Rothacher
argues that “they only pick casesin which amajor national figure, usualy aready on the downward
slope in terms of his political influence”® It would be academicaly useful to give a reliable
guantitative data to these statements.

Research will focus on the period after the year of 1993 when the long-time ruling Liberal
Democratic Party lost its majority in the Diet for the first time after 38 years. | found this date
important because a package of legislation for political reform was introduced. It is essentia to
research how efficient these measures were.

Criticism and Comments
In this part | would like to discuss criticism and comments to my presentation at New York
University in more detailed way.

8 Bull J. Martin, Newell L. James edition. 2003. , Corruption in Contemporary Politics*. Albrecht
Rothacher “Political Corruption in Japan” Palgrave Macmillan. New York. Pp. 110-111
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First comments was made by New York University Professor Tom Looser, who
appreciated my efforts which was not concentrating on trying to explain Japanese political
corruption by cultural differences or “unique” Japanese practices as gift giving (34 7c. BikE)
etc. Murofushi Tetsu and other researches in previous studies have tried to explain Japanese politics
in the light of specific Japanese culture. However, in point of view detailed anaysis of more
measurable data may give academically well-grounded answer to research questions.

In general, Japanese study can be categorized into three main approaches — mainstream
(Ellis Krauss, Scott Flanagan, Ezra Vogel, Gerald Curtis, Edwin O. Reischauer etc.), revisionist
(Chalmers Johnson, Karel van Wolferen, Clyde Prestowitz etc.) and culturalist (Ruth Benedict,
John Embree and Nihonjin Ron representatives).

Mainstream model is the most popular. This model affirms that athough there are some
deviations, Japan is fully operating libera democracy and free market country. Japanese
economical, political and social systems are similar to other countries.

On the contrary, revisionists perceive Japan very negatively. According to them, Japan is
completely different from liberal democracy countries, claiming that structural corruption is the
dominant feature of political system, economy is closed to foreign companies, competitions are
regulated by the government, and Japanese foreign and defense policy is based on manipulations.

Culturalist approach supporters tends to explain Japanese political system features and
economical and socia organization form the point of view of the cultural differences. Thus,
Japanese cultural uniqueness is emphasi zed.

Although there are differences among these approaches, there may be many points which
are common to them. Even mainstream approach does not argue against that Japan has some
cultural elements which may influence economical, social and political development. Thus, in my
research | found it reasonable to employ mainstream approach which can be regarded as more
rational rather than culturalists approach.

Second comment of my presentation was that this research on Japanese political corruption
may have logical mistakes, conclusions will be made from mass media (newspaper, magazine) data
anaysis while many of corruption scandals tend to remain unknown. Partialy, | agree with this
comment. Since mass media mainly focus on scandal or scandalous politician activities, it is quite
doubtful if the conclusion of the study would really reflect or represent the real situation in politics,
Media, to some degree, defines “corruption” in its context by picking up some “corruptions’ among
al corruptions existing, and therefore there is no concrete and subjective way to measure it.
Furthermore, one the most biggest problems in corruption studies in Japan is so-called “press club”
system (F2#& 77 7 il F£) in Japanese mass media. Because of “press club” system, some critics say
that this can hinder free competition among media companies, which tend to make implied
agreements to avoid being scooped by their competitors. Reporters from maor media outlets meet
in a press room as passive recipients of information provided by the government and other public
offices. There are strict rules concerning performance of “press club” activities. These Japanese
mass media features is big obstacle to examine the difference between competitors newspaper
because they may not compete in the field there good relations with government official bodies or
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politicians as a news source is in the first place. However, Japanese magazines do not belong to the
“press club” and it would be interesting to have a comparison between one of national newspapers
and a weekly magazine. It is known that sometimes news which can not be published in national
newspaper are being published in weekly magazines because they can act more freely. Another
thing is that weekly magazines may be published more scandal ous data which do not have obvious
proof.

Overdl | do not argue that mass mediais publishing al corruption related news but there
IS no another source to check Japanese political corruption systematically. It is important to
remember that corrupt practice and especially politician corrupt activity becomes known only then
it is public known. Another question is that the original task of my research is to provide
guantitative data analysis on Japanese political corruption — who, when, how and why it is
happening in Japan. This research does not answer to al the questions but it is an attempt for better
understanding concerning the roots of Japanese political corruption and its impact to the political
system. To answer these questions, the possibility to conduct interviews with professionals, for
example, Transparency International local office professionals in Tokyo is also being considered.
The insight of these professionals may be very valuable in attempts to understand and interpret the
data acquired from mass media analysis.

Third comment was that it has to be very clear the relationship between corruption and
scandal, the definitions of those terms as those two term can be easily mixed up together especially
in mass media. | fully agree with this statement because these two issues are closely related. Thus |
should have clear operational definition how to describe political corruption.

Last comment during presentation was about overlapping and mutual relationship between
administrative, individual, systematical, private sector and international corruption. It is certain that
this viewpoint should be carefully taken into consideration. However, at this stage of research, it is
difficult to answer to this question.

Afterward

Thefield trip to U.S. and the visit to leading universities, think tanks and other institutions
had positive impact not only on my thoughts concerning my own research topic “Corruption in
contemporary Japanese politics (1994-2008)" but also provided an opportunity for more
comprehensive understanding of “East Asia and the US/ Japan and Asia’ studies in the U.S.
academic world. The comments | have received on my research after presentation are very vauable
for further development of the topic. Constructive comments of Professor Tom Looser and his
colleagues have highlighted the most arguable points of my research. It would be true that the good
discussions aways lead the best results. Therefore, | would like to express my profound
appreciation for having such a precious opportunity to participate in this program.
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Image of Americain China
We Fan

(A Part of this paper was from the presentation in Wellesley College, during the Support Program
for Improving Graduate School Education academic trip.)

|. Introduction

The key of image of a country is its reputation. The country governments do care about their
country images is because other countries and their people will judge her future base on this. on one
side, in the country-to-country conflicts ,a good reputation can overawe the enemy. on the other
side, in the country-to-country cooperation is very similar like the Prisoner's dilemma, trust is so
important that countries always work hard to build their images. Also Eugene D. Jaffe and Israel
D.Nebenzahl have wrote a book called National Image & Competitive Advantage: The Theory and
Practice of Place Brandingto tell the relations between country images and brand building,
Consumer Behavior in International Market.

There are rarely similar points between America and china, but America is absolutely one of the
countries which have affected China history most. And we can say today America maybe the
foreign country have the biggest influence power to China.

How does the one of the biggest countries of the world — America, shows up in another one of the
biggest countries of the world --China? How do the Chinese people think about America thought
their oriental value? What images of the United States are held by the Chinese public?

There are several America study center in china The Institute of American Studies (IAS) of
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS),which publish AMERICAN STUDIES QUARTERLY.
And another one is The Center for American Studies (CAS) in Fudan University.

Compared with the many study about the Image of Chinain America, image of Americain China
study in china is very few and rarely about nowadays, For example, only Beautiful Imperialist:
China Perceives America, 1972-1990is ,but written by an American. The other books written by
Chineselike Chinese's view of the United States: A Historical Survey !, Chinese intellectuals view
the United Sates (1943 —1953)?, are all about the past old time. Most of the studies are taken by
the governmental political study situations.

! Yang Yusheng, ¥ E%: (PEAMEER: —NALMEBL) , EHKEHIGE 1996 4K
2 Zhang Ji-Sun 3FFIR:  (PIEENIR Y 1105 E M (1943 —1953) ) , & H S HREE,1999 4R



II. Image of Americain China hasthree characteristics:

Because of the particularity of United States, the history, the nations ,the culture and politic
system, and because of the particularity of China-US relationship, the image of Americain China
also different with any other countries. Take a general view on all aspects of this, we can see some
characteristics.

» It formed according to indirect experience more than direct experience.
» Itiscomplex, like amixture of two sides.
» It changes during the long history.

[11. Indirect experience more than direct experience

Although the first contact between the post-revolutionary Americans and the Chinese occurred
during the voyage of the trader ship Empress of China, which arrived at Cantonin 1784. Most
Chinese know about America according to indirect experience not direct experience, even today.

1. Caussation:

First we can think it dues to the geographical conditions. To across the Pacific Ocean is too difficult
in poor condition of science and technology. So the first American who managed to come over to
China was a businessman in 1784. Whatever happened beyond the Pacific Ocean in 18th century,
China Qing Dynasty knew nothing about America. But although today, the time difference, which
is hard to get over, made the communication between these two countries still not easy.

Except the time difference, the information technology is reducing the distance impediment,
therefore humanities factor highlights. The two countries have very different history and value, and
the difference of social formation Language difference is also a great gulf fixed, which removed
the mgjority of socia people in the lower education level. Also the politic condition is not well.
Chinese people were not allowed to visit America for sightseeing tour until 17th June, 2008. Even
after that time, only group tour is allowed. As aresult by indirect experience was the only way that
most people to know about America

2. Form : People communication & Things-communication
Compare the indirect experience with direct experience (base on experience of myself and
interviewsto friends)

If assort the ChinaU.S. communication by form, it will be people communication and
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things-communication.

People communication begins very early and brings out things-communication. As mentioned, 1st
American who came to Chinain1784 was a businessman. The Americans who came to Chinain the
early timeincluded three kinds: merchant, foreign minister and the missionary.

And on the other side many of the students return from America became the experts or the politica
leaders who did affect China a lot, and at the same time introduced America to Chinese people
indirectly but deeply. For example, | am very afraid but it is true that know nothing about Wellesley
College till 1 know that Soong Mei-ling' graduated from here. | was very surprised and inferred it
must be an amazing and great school because she really affected china deeply.

In 18century the earliest Chinese book mentioned America, nowadays American movies, pop music,
international companies, and mass media effect china.

The things-communication is wide. Globalization brought with it a marked increase in
opportunities for Chinese people to know American culture. Compared with the period before
China’'s reform and opening-up. This led to an ongoing process of blending between traditional
Chinese and Western culture, centered on American culture, and the Chinese public, and
particularly young people, have willingly absorbed imported American culture. The American diet,
including Coca-Cola, Kentucky Fried Chicken and MacDonald's hamburgers, steadily increased its
market as it caught on with youth, an indication of the strength of the U.S. food industry in the
Chinese market.

In the sales rankings for 2002 released by the Restaurant Association of China, only one Chinese
restaurant made the top 10 list, with the remaining nine held by five Kentucky Fried Chicken
outlets, three MacDonald’s outlets, and one pizza restaurant.

In the area of culture, roughly half of the foreign films and animated cartoon films for television
programs authorized by the Chinese government for airing in China were made by American
companies. Thus, American culture has won overwhelming support in China in a broad range of
areas, including business, academic research, movies and music.

And what | want to accentuateis that English language and literature study is really an important
way which spread the America culture widely.

The Chinese students are required to study English form elementary school or middie school.
Especidly in the famous universities of China, like Peking University, Tsinghua University and our
Fudan University, and so on, more than half student will go on master program oversea, and most
of them choose America. As aresult amost every university student knows GRE and GMAT test.
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At the same time, in order to study language they watch America media, there is VOA (Voice of
America) in the old days, and nowadays American dramas became a boom. Almost everyone
knows [Prison Break], even person like me who rarely watch US drama know the names like [24
hours], [Heroes], [ Desperate Housewives] from friends chat.

3. Influence

As aresult of the limit channel's condition, the indirect contact effect direct contact the image of
Americain China much more than indirect contact.

First, the image build up with indirect experience will be much more easy to turn to be one-sided,
very simply, easily to be changed by external agency.

Next, this results that indirect experience's main channel - - Chinese mass media have decisiveness
effect to Image of America. And there isaresearch in 2005 by [China Global Times] shows that the
mass media has the biggest influence in creating American images in China. 62.7%0f china citizens
know America by mass media, 20.7% by movie, and 3.7% by direct communication.

To see further, the Chinese view to America can be deeply changed by mass media and always with
emotionalism. The large crowd demonstrated happened when May 8th 1999 the Chinese Embassy
in Yugoslavia was bombed by NATO can prove this.

Although the situation is changing while the internet and mechanics, and changing by the Chinese
people's raising English proficiency, the Chinese can obtain direct information about America
easier and easier. This situation will keep exist until the direct communication widespread.

V. Complex , like a mixture of two sides

The images of America held by Chinese people are complex and ambivalent, involving two
contradictory vectors of friendliness and animosity.

1. Meaning of "two sides" (base on the date of a questionnaire research)

Within China, there is alove-hate attitude towards the United States.

On one hand, American consumerism and culture are seen as stylish. The plus side begins from
very early. The trandation of the word "America’ is"3&[E", ""[E""means "country”, ""3""means
"beauty, nice" in Chinese.

At the same time, there is resentment of American intervention into other nations affairs, combined
with a fear of American power. On national security issues, Chinese people cannot wipe away
concerns about America.
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InJun. 2002 {Youth Studies) (published by Chinese youth Politics Institute),an article3 used the
interview investigation to inspect the American image in China university students. As a result of
the interview of more the one hundred students of 8 universitiesin 3 different cities, it is very clear
that especialy in China youth’s mind, the image of Americaand the division of love-hate attitude is
more obvious. The anti-US sentiment, mainly aims at US's foreign policy, particularly US's policy
toward China. The university student to the US the appreciation and yearned for that mainly aims at
US's domestic environment and value.

At the beginning of the Reform and opening-up policy in China, to the Chinese university students
who have been restrained many years, the West wealthy materia life, the free life style, the
democracy political system was so attract, and worships US has become a boom for a while.
Clothing and hairstyle, Sartre philosophic thinking, democracy, successively became popular in
campus. In Tiananmen Incident (1989), they set up a Statue of Liberty in the Tiananmen Square
can be seemed as an expression of this.

In the other side, books like {China Can Say No) caused a university campus surging. When
American President Clinton visited Beijing University in 1998, a student did severe interrogation.
People may think this scene is only the minority university student in the specia occasion words
and deed, but when May 8th 1999 the Chinese Embassy in Yugoslavia was bombed by NATO, tens
of thousands of Chinese university students went to the US Embassy and consulates, expressed
their anger with stones and ink bottles. And more anti-American demonstrations followed Hainan
Island incident -- a collision between U.S. - Chinese military planes.

These two kinds diametrically opposed manner, not only exists in the university student community,
but also frequently exists in each one concrete university student.

Compared with the past ,this kind of “two sides U.S.” view is a kind of progress. It shows that
today's Chinese people see U.S. much maturely and more rational.

V. Theimage changes during the long history

From deferential aboriginal tribesman to a great country of Stars and Stripes, from infinitely
adoration for George Washington to the construction of American political Utopian blueprint, from
theracia conflictin Lin Shu'stranslation of {Uncle Tom’s Cabin) to Chinese laborers' misery in
the new continent, there has been no clear and exact definition of the image of Americain Chinese
view.

AW (PMAEE: hEXFEMEER) (FEMT) 2002 456 H
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In 1993, which is atime when there were very few dramas which were chosen very carefully. There
was a very popular TV drama called [A Native of Beijing in New York] While many years later
somebody produced aTV dramacalled (A Native of Shanghai in Tokyo) , but which has much less
effect in public. Beside this two, there is amost no other Native Chinese in Foreign city story
known by people.

1. Theimage in different time periods
Briefly examine the changes in the Chinese public’s images of the United States.

The outbreak of the Pacific War gave Chinese people a strong “comrades-in-arms’ image of the
America. Even immediately before the establishment of the People's Republic of China, there were
high expectations of the United States.

However, with the establishment of the People's Republic of China, and in particular with the direct
engagement between the United States and Chinain the Korean War, the United States became “the
American imperialists’ and the U.S. government became “the first target to be defeated.” With this,
China entered into a period of confrontation with the United States.

In the 1970s, when U.S. President Richard Nixon visited China and the Sino-American
rapprochement was achieved, the United States became a friend.

2. Several occurrence

First contact between the post-revolutionary Americans and the Chinese occurred during the
voyage of the trader ship Empress of China, which arrived at Canton in 1784.The result was the
considerable exportation of specie, ginseng, and furs to China, not to mention the much larger
influx of teas, cottons, silks, lacquerware, porcelains, and furniture to the United States.

The end of the First Opium War in 1842 led to the Anglo-Chinese Treaty of Nanking, which forced
open many Chinese ports to foreign trade. After China's defeat in the Second Opium War, the
Xianfeng emperor fled Beljing and the Treaty of Tianjin was ratified by his brother, Yixin, the
Prince Gong, in the Convention of Peking on October 18, 1860. This treaty stipulated, among other
things, that along with Britain, France, and Russia, the United States would have the right to station
legations in Beijing (a closed city at the time).

Chinese Exclusion Act

During the California Gold Rush and the construction of the Transcontinental Railroad, large
numbers of Chinese emigratedated to America. After being forcibly driven from the mines, most
Chinese settled in China Towns of cities such as San Francisco, and took up low end wage labor
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such as restaurant work and laundry. With the post Civil War economy in decline by the 1870s,
anti-Chinese animosity became politicized by labor leader and Party, whom blamed Chinese
"coolies" for depressed wage levels. In the first significant restriction on free immigration in U.S.
history, the United States Congress passed the Chinese Exclusion Act in 1882.

The outbreak of the Second Sino-Japanese War in 1937 saw aid flow into the Republic of China
(ROC, which was led by Chiang Kai-shek) from the United States. Since the Second Sino-Japanese
War was undeclared, Roosevelt denied that a state of war existed in China and proceeded to send
aid to Chiang.

For 30 years after its founding, the United States did not formally recognize the People's Republic
of China (PRC). Instead, it maintained diplomatic relations with the Republic of China government
on Taiwan, and recognized the ROC as the sole legitimate government of al ChinaThe new PRC
Government was hostile to this official American presence, and all U.S. personnel were withdrawn
from the mainland in early 1950.And even worth because of the Korean War, Vietnam War, The
United States continued to work to prevent the PRC from taking Chinas seat in the UN and
encouraged its allies not to deal with the PRC. Despite this official non-recognition, beginning in
1954 and continuing until 1970.

U.S.-Chinarelations since normalization
In the Joint Communiqué on the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations dated January 1, 1979, the
United States transferred diplomatic recognition from Taipei to Beijing.

There was a meeting between Deng Xiaoping and Zbigniew Brzezinski in 1979. PRC have initiated
hundreds of joint research projects and cooperative programs under the Agreement on Cooperation
in Science and Technology, the largest bilateral program.As a consequence of high-level and
working-level contacts initiated in 1980, U.S. dialogue with the PRC broadened to cover a wide
range of issues, including global and regiona strategic problems, political-military questions,
including arms control, UN and other multilateral organization affairs, and international narcotics
matters.

after Tian'anmen,Relations between the U.S. and the PRC were severely strained for a time by the
NATO Bombing of the Chinese embassy in Belgrade in May 1999, accredited to an intelligence
error but which some Chinese believed to be deliberate. By the end of 1999, relations began to
gradually improve. In October 1999, the two sides reached agreement on humanitarian payments
for families of those who died and those who were injured as well as payments for damages to
respective diplomatic properties in Belgrade and China. In April 2001, a U.S. EP-3 reconnaissance
aircraft, flying south of the PRC, collided with a PRC J-8 fighter jet in what became known as the
Hainan Island incident. It was widely believed that the EP-3 recon aircraft was conducting a spying
mission on the Chinese Armed Forces before the collision.
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3. Case study: Americaimage in Chinese history textbooks

Zhao Mei has did an research on America’s Image in Chinese High School History Text books®: A
Survey sincet he Late Qing Dynasty. Based on areview of Chinese high school history text books f
rom 1902 to 2003, together with their curriculum standards and syllabuses ,she analyzes and
categorizes the content and views in the instruction of world history , particularly American
history. According examining how the image of Amer2ica changed in t he text books sincet he late
Qing period, the study shows that the description of American history underwent remarkable
changes with the time. New materials were added and historical issues were reinterpreted in
different periods. Nevertheless, some topics remained unchanged in American history teaching,
such as the War of Independence, American Constitution, the Civil War, and FDR’'s New Deal. The
author holds that text books are products from collaborative academic research. The change of
America’s image and the different interpretations of American history reflect the evolution of
American studies in China and Chinese understanding of the country in the last century.

V1. Conclusion

The Chinese image about America has been at some kind ambiguous condition. In most time, the
Chinese does not regard as America throughout with UK, France and Germany, the absolute hostile
strengths, but certainly, the American has not been treated as genuine friend. American image's
ambiguous and contradictory must trace to the Chinese imaginable mold in modern time. In a sense
in the Chinese eye “America’ is actually unceasingly molded and revised by the Chinese
spontaneously, not genuine America itself. This point also precisely constituted al sorts of
dislocations and the misunderstanding in China and America cultural exchange process.

And indeed, for Chinese, images of the United States in the 1980s were in fact a“mirror image” of
our own society. In other words, many Chinese tried to “give China renewed inspiration” by
reflecting an “Ailing China’ in the mirror of the United States.

If We include the image of Americain China before the reform and opening-up policy simply it is
“the imperialism America’ view. And call we can call it “the free democracy America’ view at the
beginning of the reform and opening-up policy. For these days ,we can cal it “two sides
America’ view. Compared with the past ,thiskind of “two sides U.S.” view is akind of progress. It
shows that today's Chinese people see U.S. much maturely and more rational.

First, today's Chinese have initialy got rid of the either or ideological mode (either black or white,
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either right or false, either enemy or friend), which has ruled the Chinese's brains for a long time.
The view starts to penetrate into the different domain, gives the different appraisal to the different
domain. Because past “the imperialism”view and “the free democracy” view’s biggest malpractice
is that it only alows one kind of appraisal, with simplification and extremeness. The “two sides
America’ view is more complete, is more comprehensive, more close to the reality of America.

Second, today's Chinese America view has been more concrete, a more comprehensive
understanding. In “the imperialism America’view, the image is mainly an invader, in “the free
democracy America’view, the first performance is the Statue of Liberty. In “two sides America’
view, US's image must be much more colorful. And today's Chinese has the understanding nearly
about all the American society's aspects. Much more attention and understanding about the details.

In November 4, 2008 {China Southern Weekly) , ajournalist wrote a report named [Actually how
many journalist are there reporting the American presidential election] it says he received an emalil
from an official of the US foreign country reporter center Department, then find 14 Chinese
reporter's and the medias name in the cc list. Not only the main media of china, but also the
regiona media and researchers are there, though reporter in us are not require to register unless
need help. He can only infer that at least 14 Chinese reporters are covering the American
presidential election. This shows today the China public great interesting to America.
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