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The Significance of Pushing Down Walls

YAN Lianke

celebrate the culture separated by them.

r Abstract \
The author of “Dongya Wenhua de Qiang (Walls of East Asian Culture)” discusses, from a personal perspective, the lack
of depth of East Asian culture and its shallow foundations. He believes that the formation of today’ s so-called East Asian
cultural sphere is characterized by simplicity, shallowness, and even a degree of illusoriness. This illusoriness is not found
only in the lightweight nature of the cultural sphere’ s literature and the culture itself, but also in the lack of a kind of interac-
tion and mutual influence between “deep culture” and “deep literature.” At the same time, because there is no solid political
base underpinning East Asian culture, this kind of simple, shallow East Asian culture is extremely susceptible to collapse
resulting from the political-related tensions and confrontations of each country. From a contrasting perspective, the author
also analyzes the existence of separation walls within East Asian culture. He believes that these “walls” are, to a certain degree,
taller and even more prominent than the already formed exchanges and integrations found in East Asia, and that if these
walls within East Asian culture are not removed, then we cannot even begin to discuss the establishment and existence of an

East Asian culture. Therefore, people living beneath the shadows of these walls must first push down these walls, rather than
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