
Journalism, Culture and Politics: 

Improving English and Understanding Politics 
 

Exeter College, the fourth oldest college in Oxford University, has recently created a new and unique summer 

programme for participants from Japan. It draws upon the expertise of the head of the College, Rector Frances 

Cairncross, a senior editor of The Economist magazine for 20 years, working together with Ms Linda Christmas, 

former Director of the Masters Programme in Newspaper Journalism at City University, London, and Senior 

Adviser to The Guardian Foundation, and with Dr Chris Ballinger, Academic Dean of Exeter College. The aim is 

to expose participants to Oxford’s world-famous teaching methods and to one of the world’s most vibrant and 

diverse newspaper cultures. Oxford University has educated many of Britain’s most distinguished journalists, 

including Lionel Barber, editor of the Financial Times, and John Micklethwait, editor of The Economist.  

 

The programme aims both to improve participants’ use of spoken and written English, and to give participants an 

understanding of techniques of journalism and of different areas of reporting. It is highly interactive, but it also makes 

use of a wide network of expertise, including the skills of Oxford University’s Reuters Institute for the Study of 

Journalism, the most prestigious institution for the study of journalism at any European university. It is highly 

participatory, giving participants direct experience of interview techniques and the thinking that lies behind creating a 

newspaper and news programmes on radio and television.  Many Oxford University students have gone into careers 

in journalism, making good use of a method of education that encourages them to ask question and argue 

persuasively. The Japanese participants also work alongside British students, some of whom intend to follow careers 

in journalism and have already had considerable experience in student journalism. 

 

 

Journalism, Culture and Politics: 

Improving English and Understanding Politics 

continued... 
 

The first course ran from 1 September to 15 September 2012. A key feature of the course was that it combined the 

study of journalism, culture and politics with intensive instruction in the English language, to help students make the 

most of what they learned. 

 

The course enjoyed excellent reviews, both from students who participated and from members of staff from 

Waseda and Keio universities, the two participating institutions in this initial programme, who observed some of the 

classes. For example, from Waseda University: 

 

“A course well planned by dedicated professionals and much appreciated by serious, receptive students.” 

 

And from Keio University: 

 

“Ms. Linda Christmas is indeed a brilliant and energetic tutor. She tries hard to make those students get involved in 

the session and think about Journalism regardless of their English ability. And historical backgrounds behind news 

topics that she kept talking about were truly interesting to me not only because I [have two degrees in Political 



Science and Public Policy], but also those issues are connected to current situations around that world that we all 

should learn about.” 

 

From a Keio University student: 

 

“The last two weeks have gone in a blur. I have learned and enjoyed so much with the other students, the 

students at Exeter College and the professors. After two weeks, I am now able to express my opinions more 

clearly and without hesitation.” 

 

From a Waseda student: 

 

“Nothing could be better than this programme to learn journalism, politics and British culture at the same 

time.” 

 

The course included a visit to The Economist magazine in London, where students had a long discussion with the 

Asia editor and lectures by an experts in Public Broadcasting and in the workings of the House of Lords.  There 

were also cultural activities, including a visit to a Shakespeare play in London, and student activities, such as the 

traditional Oxford sport of punting. T he Japanese students spent much free time  with three Exeter College 

undergraduates offering much practice in speaking colloquial English. The course finished with a gala dinner, 

attended by the Minister for Information from the Japanese Embassy and by the London bureau chiefs of three 

Japanese media groups. 

 

A second course, with a maximum of 30 students, will run from 31 August to 14 September 2013. The 2013 course 

will be designed to be suitable for the award of two academic credits from the students’ home university (subject to 

agreement with that university) by providing for a minimum of 22.5 hours of tuition in class each week in addition to 

guided study outside the classroom. 

 

Course Description: 
Students will be required to do preparation for this course before leaving Japan.  This includes preparing a presentation on 

the Japanese media, reading British newspapers on-line and reading either a book or a play. 

 

THE MORNING SESSIONS will concentrate on news reporting and the basic skills needed to become a 

journalist. The lessons will be classroom-based with much interactive participation, and supplemented with visits 

from senior journalists to talk of their own experience. The course will cover: 

 

• The role of the media in society: to inform, educate and entertain; 

 

• The qualities needed to be a good journalist; 

 

• How to evaluate news in newspapers and news broadcasts on radio and television; 

 

• How to select and research a story: the need to make and nurture contacts, plus the use of social media; 

 

• How to write a news story that readers/viewers/listeners can understand; 

 

• How to conduct interviews and report a speech: students will offered the experience of doing each of 

these activities to a deadline; 



 

• Guest speakers: these are likely to include senior journalists from The Economist, the Independent, the 

Guardian, and Reuters Institute of Journalism; 

 

• There will be evening visits to the theatre and to a movie (one each week).  These form part of the 

academic programme and participants will be required to write a review the next day.  The two visits are 

designed to help with English “listening” and sharpen critical faculties. 

 

THE AFTERNOON SESSIONS will concentrate on English language skills for future journalists. This part of the 

course covers all four skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing. Particular attention will be paid to the special 

idioms (and sometimes grammar) used in British journalism. The content of the course will exploit to the full the 

media in all areas. Participants will also acquire an overview of British newspapers/broadcasting/television and realise 

the importance of considering the specific readership for a newspaper or audience for a broadcast or TV 

programme.   English will then be taught via (a) reading and analysing the newspapers (b) listening to broadcasts and 

news bulletins from the perspective of language and communication. The English language attainment required 

before a student enrolls on this course is high: these English language sessions are intended for students who have 

already met the entry requirement: they develop further the English language ability of the students and help them 

develop the higher-level language skills required to think and write quickly and creatively in English, and to interact at 

a complex level with native speakers. 

 

Week/Day MORNINGS  

(10 am – 12 pm) 

AFTERNOONS  

(2 – 4 pm ) 

Evening 

Week 1, Day 1  Arrival: students are 

met at Heathrow 
Welcome 

meal 

Day 2 Orientation Orientation Group social 

activity with 

Oxford 

students 

Day 3 The Role of the Media 

in society: to inform, 

educate. The qualities 

needed to be a good 

journalist. 

 

 

 

 

 

English language 

skills for future 

journalists 

4-.30- 5.30 

pm each 

evening: 

preparing  

course blog 

Day 4 The need to 

understand your 

audience. The ability 

to transform complex 

issues into readable 

stories. 

 

Day 5 How to select a story 

that appeals to your 

readership/audience. 

How to make and 

nurture contacts. 

 

Day 6 How to approach a Movie visit 



review of a play/movie. 

Day 7 Reporting a speech    

 

Example course time-table: Week Two 
Week/Day MORNINGS  

(10 am – 12 pm) 

AFTERNOONS  

(2 – 4 pm)  

Evening 

Week 2, Day 8 Summer School visit to London Theatre visit 

Day 9 Free Time: practising English language skills outside the classroom 

Day 10 Conducting an  

interview 

 

 

English language 

skills for future 

journalists 

 

Day 11 Conducting an 

interview – practise 

 

Day 12 Reporting a speech (2)  

Day 13 Sharpening 

observational skills 

 

Day 14 End of course test: 

Presentations on 

aspects of the media 

End-of-programme 

event 

Day 15  Departure: students 

are escorted to 

London Heathrow 

 

 

 

Internships:  

 

Internships in the London bureau of a Japanese media organisation will be available for up to four students 

who are registered for the Exeter College Journalism, Culture, and Politics, programme, and who are available 

to come to the United Kingdom for the month of August 2013.  Students applying for the programme should 

state in their application that they wish to be considered for the internships.  Internships are not paid.  

Candidates for internships will be responsible for arranging their travel, accommodation, and visas for the 

internship. 

 

  


